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La Salle University:
Philadelphia’s Partner
BY MICHAEL J. M c GINNISS, F.S.C., PH.D., ’70, PRESIDENT

THE COVER STORY OF THIS ISSUE OF LA SALLE MAGAZINE

(“The University and the City: Shared Goals, Shared
Resources”) tells an important story, a story of a mutually
beneficial relationship.
On one side, the story provides an insight into the numerFor decades, the University’s Nonprofit Center and
ous ways that students—with the guidance of faculty and
Neighborhood Nursing Center have provided valuable
administrators and often with the help of alumni—learn and
service to the city’s organizations and individuals. In more
gain from their Philadelphia experiences. On the other, the
recent years, La Salle has partnered with Philabundance as
story includes examples of how the city of Philadelphia benefits
well as Habitat for Humanity to accomplish shared goals.
from what our students contribute as an integral part of their
The University’s Human Resources Department collaborates
education. The city and region also benefit when college
with Mayor Nutter’s office to facilitate summer internships
graduates stay locally, adding to an educated workforce, somefor Philadelphia youth through a program called WorkReady.
thing that La Salle alumni have been doing for decades.
Another service to the city comes from the presence of
The “Providing Education to Philadelphians” story
La Salle’s Security and Safety Department, which extends its
(page 11) describes how La Salle shares Philadelphia Mayor
initiatives beyond the campus perimeter, thereby benefiting
Michael Nutter’s goal of increasing the number of city
not only our University family but also our neighbors.
residents with college degrees, something that is not new
La Salle’s investment in this area, more than $1 million
to La Salle but something that we intend to enhance.
annually, includes its own security force, a contracted
bicycle patrol, and contracted
The Delaware Valley region,
“Since its founding in 1863,
uniformed police officers to patrol
particularly the city, is a beneficiary
La Salle has been a contributor the vicinity of the campus. The result
of the University’s presence in terms
of these efforts, along with strong
of economic impact. La Salle is the
to the life of the city.”
collaboration with the neighboring
city’s 56th-largest employer, with
—Brother
Michael
J.
McGinniss
police districts, creates what the
more than 1,300 employees, half
police
refer
to
as
“the
La
Salle effect,” meaning a reduced
of whom are Philadelphia residents. City wage taxes paid
incidence
of
crime
in
our
neighborhood.
by University employees exceed $2 million annually. In
2009 alone, the University made more than $48.5 million
Moreover, La Salle’s campus serves as a community center
in payments to Philadelphia-based vendors. This is just a
by our opening of meeting and athletic facilities to governfraction of the University’s economic impact, which also
ment, civic, and other community groups. Our neighbors
includes such things as spending by La Salle students and
also enjoy the use of our library, jogging tracks, tennis
visitors (more than $32 million annually) and construction
courts, and more.
projects amounting to nearly $100 million since 1998.
In addition, our students also contribute by holding internLa Salle’s value to the city goes well beyond economic
ships in the offices of the District Attorney, City Council
impact. Take community service, for example. Last year,
members, and the departments of Revenue and Licenses and
students volunteering in community service projects and in
Inspections, among others. Faculty and administrators donate
service-learning courses contributed 50,000 hours to the local
their time and expertise for city initiatives like the Mayor’s
community, which equals more than $1 million of in-kind
Task Force on Ethics and Campaign Finance Reform and
support, according to the U.S. government’s calculation.
the Mayor’s Commission on Literacy.
Service by La Salle students, faculty, staff, and alumni is
Since its founding in 1863, La Salle has been a contributor
sponsored by academic areas (schools, departments, and
to the life of the city, a solid partner, and a good neighbor.
individual courses), by the Division of Student Affairs
Looking ahead, we intend to build on that legacy.
(including University Ministry and Service and student
A native of Philadelphia, Br. Michael has been President of
organizations), and other University units as diverse as
La Salle University since 1999. He serves on the boards of the
Athletics, with its award-winning Project Teamwork, and
Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce and the Greater
the La Salle Art Museum.
Philadelphia Urban Affairs Coalition.
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BY LIZ VARGO, M.A. ’10, AND MARIAN BUTCHER, M.A. ’08

SITTING IN A TYPICAL 24-BY-32-FOOT CLASSROOM, THE

academic experience is often limited to theoretical concepts
outlined in a text, lecture, or PowerPoint. But La Salle
doesn’t rely solely on the resources in a typical classroom.
Instead, it enhances the academic experience through an
educational network that extends beyond its classrooms
and includes the 135-square-mile city of Philadelphia.
In the fall semester, freshman business students traveled
to the Philadelphia Zoo to speak with its CFO; La Salle
students mentored Philadelphia middle school students to
help them improve their writing skills; and nutrition majors
implemented nutrition education and counseling with
seniors at the Nationalities Senior Center in Philadelphia.
Students of all majors also completed internships, co-ops,
and clinical experiences at nonprofit, government, and
corporate agencies and organizations across the city.
“Many universities operate in regions lacking in vibrant
businesses, interesting neighborhoods, and great cultural
opportunities, yet our students are able to experience partnerships between the University and corporations and the local
community,” said Paul Brazina, Dean of the School of Business.
And La Salle doesn’t waste any time immersing students
in city life. Through a program known as Freshman Year
Odyssey (FYO), students are introduced to the arts, culture,
and history of Philadelphia from day one. According to
Dawn Wanner, Programming Coordinator for University
Life, FYO courses include a Philadelphia component that
provides students with an opportunity to stroll through
Rittenhouse Square, navigate public transportation on
SEPTA, explore Eastern State Penitentiary, or visit the
Philadelphia Museum of Art. “FYO deals with learning
more about La Salle and college life in the city,” Wanner
said. “It’s about the experience.”
Justin Gilloran, a freshman psychology major from
Guilford, Conn., said his FYO course provided an educational experience about some of Philadelphia’s most

Several freshman First Year Odyssey classes visit Philadelphia locations throughout
the year. (Top) Freshman FYO students discuss a piece at the Philadelphia Museum of
Art. (Center) Business students in an FYO class learn how the Philadelphia Zoo operates.
(Below) Students gather at the reflecting pool in the Modern and Contemporary Art
wing of the Philadelphia Museum of Art during an FYO trip.

“I think it is important to maintain a relationship
with our surrounding neighborhood because
community is very important. La Salle is in the
heart of Philadelphia, and everyone should be
involved with the community to create a stronger
connection between locals and students. ... I learned
about places like the Reading Terminal Market
and its history with the city of Philadelphia. I also
learned about unique educational opportunities,
such as the Philadelphia Museum of Art, which
provide an interesting and educational experience
for anyone who wishes to learn.”
Justin Gilloran, ’14
Major: Psychology
Hometown: Guilford, Conn.

WINTER 2010–11

3

cover story
historic and cultural locations.
“Philadelphia is enriched with
opportunity and history that
students, or anyone for that matter,
could take advantage of,” he said.
All of the FYO classes for
freshman business majors met
with Philadelphia Zoo CFO Joe
Steuer this fall to get a glimpse of
what it takes to operate the Zoo.
Susan Mudrick, Assistant Dean of
the School of Business, explained
that the visit enhanced the
academic experience for students
by providing insight into the
Zoo’s internal functioning and
illustrating that business is not
As part of La Salle’s Urban Writers course, senior Liz Diplacido (third from left), Bob Vogel, professor of education (center),
always about big corporations,
and senior Suzanne Lipovsky (second from right) work with students from the School District of Philadelphia.
but nonprofits as well.
The FYO program is just one of several ways faculty
“At Logan Elementary, Pastorius Elementary, and now
and staff have developed courses that help students make
at Prince Hall Elementary, I have had the pleasure
the most of the University’s urban resources. Another
of observing students, interacting with them, and
initiative developed specifically to contribute to La Salle’s
learning about pieces of their lives. Though I am
urban neighborhood is service-learning. Service-learning
supposed to be the one teaching them, these students
courses integrate service with academic outcomes, placing it
within the scholarship of engagement, according to Louise
inevitably teach me something new every day and
Guigliano, Associate Director of University Ministry and
help me to look beyond the La Salle community
Service and Coordinator of Service-Learning. This initiative
and get a different perspective on what life in
seamlessly flows with La Salle’s strategic plan, The Will to
Philadelphia is like.
Excel, by providing faculty and students with an opportunity
to combine classroom theory and real-world practice that
focuses on a commitment to others.
“Not until I came to La Salle was I essentially
“Service-learning builds relationships between our students
immersed in the service-learning culture.
and community partners,” said Marjorie Allen, Ph.D., Director
In my Urban Writers course, we are challenged
of Integrative Studies. “It allows both La Salle students and
to reflect on the articles, case studies, guest
the community to get to know each other better and underspeakers, field trips, and mentoring experiences
stand each other better.”
we’ve had pertaining to urban schools and
Allen and Bob Vogel, Ed.D., professor of education,
urban education in Philadelphia.”
offered their Urban Writers course through the servicelearning initiative this fall. The course provided insight
for La Salle students into urban life and paired them with
Cindee Crosby, ’12
Philadelphia middle school students as mentors in a writing
Major: Elementary/Special Education
program. “Our students are learning about the life in the city,”
and American Studies
Vogel said. “We’re building a context so they understand
Minor: Leadership and Global Understanding
where (Philadelphia students) are coming from, what they
are academically understanding, and the issues of city schools.”
Hometown: Jamaica, N.Y.
Cindee Crosby, a junior from Jamaica, N.Y., with
a double major in elementary/special education and
American studies and a minor in Leadership and Global
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Understanding, said she realized that,
in many cases, proficient writing is the
key to success for disadvantaged city
students. “Dr. Marjorie Allen and
Dr. Bob Vogel have done an amazing
job making service-learning at La Salle
very real and vivid for us,” she said.
“Education today is about more than
just meeting the standards set by the
Cindee Crosby
school districts—students need to be
shown that what they are learning has everyday and lifelong usefulness.”
Some programs at La Salle depend on the resources and
associations available in Philadelphia, according to Zane
Wolf, Ph.D., Dean of the School of Nursing and Health
Sciences. Nursing faculty conduct research with well-known
Philadelphia institutions or use the area for their own direct
practices, and students complete clinical requirements
throughout the tri-state area. “We’re all over the region. …
It is our clinical environment,” Wolf said.
“Philadelphia is our learning laboratory. That’s how we
use it here,” said Jule Anne Henstenburg, M.S., R.D.,
CSP, LDN, Director of La Salle’s Nutrition Program,
who teaches the nutrition education and counseling
course. Designed under La Salle’s City as Classroom
initiative, Henstenburg’s nutrition course included a visit

“I learned things through my service sites that
cannot be taught in class. Someone can tell you how
something is, but not until you experience it can
you fully appreciate it for what it is. I learn about
issues such as food insecurity and the prevalence
of violence affecting adolescents, but now I can
put a face to those issues. The issues become
more real, and the statistics are more than just
numbers. I have a more meaningful appreciation
for them and for wanting to make a change.”
Jessica Orapallo, ’13
Major: Social Work
Hometown: Northfield, N.J.
to Nationalities Senior Center in Philadelphia, which
proved invaluable to both senior nutrition students and
the neighboring urban community.
“First of all, it’s a benefit to students to be able to apply
what they learn and to solidify the principles they’re learning
in the classroom,” she said. “Secondly, Philadelphia itself is in
need for volunteer involvement, and … this is a tremendous
way to give back our expertise in areas where it’s needed.”

“One of the main reasons I chose to come to La Salle
was because of its location in Philadelphia. Ever
since I arrived, Philadelphia has been a source
of learning, adventure, knowledge, and fun. I have
had so many opportunities to visit new places
and try new things. Philadelphia, with its
extensive history and strong identity, has proven
to be one of the best resources in my entire
college experience.”
Suzanne Lipovsky, ’11
Major: Sociology
Minor: Leadership and Global Understanding
Hometown: Hyattsville, Md.

Students admire the mosaics at Philadelphia’s Magic Gardens during a trip sponsored
by La Salle’s Philadelphia Center.

WINTER 2010–11
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According to Heather McGee, Ph.D., Director of La Salle’s
Philadelphia Center, the City as Classroom courses provide
faculty members with the tools and inspiration to create
urban-based projects that impact hundreds of students
annually. As a program under the Philadelphia Center, City
as Classroom helps both faculty and students take advantage
of La Salle’s location in one of the country’s most vibrant
and culturally rich cities, she said.

La Salle’s Philadelphia Center organized events for faculty to raise awareness of Philadelphia resources this fall. (From left) Madeleine Dean, Esq., ’81, assistant professor of English,
Heather McGee, Ph.D., Director of the Philadelphia Center, Claire Busse, Ph.D., associate
professor of English, Michael McInneshin, Ph.D., assistant professor of history, Preston
Feden, Ed.D., professor of education, Ling Liang, Ph.D., associate professor of education,
and Jordan Copeland, Ph.D., assistant professor of religion, at the National Liberty Museum.

A lifelong Philadelphia resident, Stefan Samulewicz, Ph.D.,
associate professor of biology, thought he knew the advantages
of urban living. Through City as Classroom, however, he
discovered new ways to apply the concepts he teaches in
environmental studies. “This can have an impact on students
and how they live in the future. We’re looking at how the
city is maintaining the environment. … It’s much more
complex than they thought,” he said. “We’re producing
concerned citizens who now understand these concepts.”
In a communication and culture City as Classroom
course, Katie Neary Dunleavy, Ph.D., assistant professor
of communication, assigned students to explore different
microcultures of Philadelphia. Visiting homeless shelters,
religious centers, and ethnic subsections of the city proved
to be an eye-opening and informative experience for the
class, she said.
Suzanne Lipovsky, a senior sociology major and Leadership and Global Understanding minor from Hyattsville, Md.,
said the course was the push she needed to step out of her
box and experience new places. “I had to supplement my
research by visiting places in Philadelphia that I would
not have normally chosen to hang out. By exploring new
areas, I came to have a better understanding of the city,
of different cultures, and of people in general,” she said.
“Not only did that learning enhance my academic experience,
but it helped me grow personally in ways that will outlast
my time at La Salle.”
6
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“There have been so many different ways that I’ve
had to use the city as a classroom. For my FYO
class my freshman year, we went to the King Tut
exhibit at the Franklin Institute. We were bused
down there and given two SEPTA tokens and a map
of the city. After we went through the exhibit, we
had to find our own way home. I ended up wandering around the city that afternoon because I didn’t
have to be back at campus for any other classes and
eventually made my way back to La Salle.
“My junior year I took a class called Advanced
Reporting. We created our own reporting beats
and essentially become an expert on them through
different kinds of assignments. I decided to explore
the underground music scene in Philadelphia. That
beat helped me explore a part of Philadelphia I had
never set foot in until that year—West Philadelphia.
Using the city as a classroom has helped me establish
connections with a lot of cool and creative people
in the city and ultimately expand my social network.
It gives me more and more reason to settle down
in Philadelphia after graduation.”
Kathryn Bergin, ’11
Major: Communication (journalism track)
Hometown: Paramus, N.J.

Hands-on Experiences

Every morning, thousands of commuters stream into
Philadelphia from around the Delaware Valley to begin
their workdays. Among them are many La Salle students,
reporting for internships, co-ops, and other hands-on work
experiences that immerse them in the life of the city.
“I feel very adult, waking up and putting on professional
clothes, making coffee, and heading to the subway on the
days when I work,” said Kathryn Bergin, a senior interning
at an advertising and marketing firm.
Beyond the excitement of living and working in a big
city, La Salle interns are getting invaluable exposure to their
potential professions and are also getting a sense of what
they can do to give back to their community.

cover story
“Philadelphia is perfectly placed in the corridor running
from Washington, D.C., through New York City—a
corridor with a diverse population and a high concentration
of business, industry, government, education, and nonprofit
institutions that provide our students with many options
related to their chosen careers and many opportunities to
make meaningful contributions to the general welfare, but
especially to the wellbeing of the underserved and those less
fortunate than themselves,” said Tom Keagy, Ph.D., Dean
of the School of Arts and Sciences.
La Salle alumni are often assisting students in making
connections to the city and its residents.
Gaye Riddick-Burden, R.N., CRNP, B.C., ’99, MSN ’01,
supervises Nakeisha Little, BSN ’06, an MSN student studying
to be an adult nurse practitioner, in Little’s clinical experience
at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital’s Sickle Cell Day Unit.
“Our unit is the only one of its kind in the city,” RiddickBurden said. “We provide care to an underserved population
so that they can avoid sitting in an emergency room for hours
and can get immediate care for sickle-cell crisis pain.”
Little’s responsibilities include interviewing patients, conducting physical exams, diagnosing health problems, counseling
patients on health promotion and maintenance, and creating
patient-care plans in collaboration with Riddick-Burden.
“Although the Sickle Cell Day Unit is a specialized unit in
which all the patients have a common diagnosis of sickle-cell

disease, the patients themselves are unique in that they are from
all walks of life with different lived experiences,” Little said.
Jessica Paist, M.A. ’10, completed a yearlong internship
at CORA Services Inc. for La Salle’s Marriage and Family
Therapy graduate program, an experience that recently
turned into a full-time job. At CORA, a city-funded nonprofit
agency that provides free counseling services to school-age
children and their families, Paist works primarily with teenagers at risk for substance abuse.
“CORA really gives back to the community, and the
clients are so thankful to have an organization like this in
the city,” Paist said. “I wanted to experience something so
linked to the community, and the most rewarding part is
getting to know the clients and building a relationship, and
to know that they have a positive influence in their lives and
a place to come every week.”
Karen Sharkey, M.A. ’95, CORA’s Coordinator of
Clinical Services, has supervised La Salle interns from the
Marriage and Family Therapy program for six years. The
internship, she said, gives students not only professional
experience in working with families and children but also
insight into the unique challenges facing many families in
urban neighborhoods.
“For many students, this is their first work experience in
this setting, and since they are working with a family instead
of an individual, it may be eye-opening to them to see the
situations people are dealing with,” Sharkey said.
Lisette Sanchez, a senior social work
“I believe the service-learning requirement is the first major from Northeast Philadelphia, had
the opportunity to work with underserved
push for students to use the city of Philadelphia
communities during her internship at
as an extension of the classroom. Trips are offered
Nationalities Service Center (NSC), an
to various museums in Philadelphia, and we
organization that works with refugees
learn its history or take part in activities that enhance and immigrants just arriving in the
the experience of the Philadelphia culture, which
United States. Sanchez served in the
domestic violence program within
has encouraged me to explore what more this city
Lisette Sanchez
NSC’s legal department, doing intakes,
has to offer me. Student-run organizations have
typing affidavits, performing risk assessments on victims of
done a great job at rallying students to educate
domestic abuse, and, for those who are high risk, creating
and expose us to social concerns faced by Americans a safety plan for them. As NSC’s social services department
and specifically Philadelphians. Most importantly, links in with the legal department, one of Sanchez’s duties
has been to write a plan that defines the role of a social
the Social Work program has done the most
worker in the domestic violence program.
to encourage me thus far. Through the major’s
Sanchez said La Salle’s Social Work program has
assignments, we seek out and learn about agencies
encouraged students to explore the diversity of the city and
and policies that offer great help to Philadelphia’s
to work with vulnerable populations, and her internship has
vulnerable populations.
also shown her the valuable resource that the city can be for
refugees and immigrants.

Lisette Sanchez, ’11
Major: Social Work
Hometown: Philadelphia, Pa.

WINTER 2010–11
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“This is really a diverse city. There are cool artistic
and trendy places, but then also poor sections of
the city. It’s very interesting to see a mix of people.
I grew up in the suburbs of Minneapolis.
In Philadelphia, there is much more diversity
in race, ethnicity, and religion.
“I work with AIDS Outreach. I’ve been involved
for four years and have been a coordinator for three
years. We visit people on Broad and Girard streets
in North Philly and build relationships and work
with them. It’s really important to take yourself
out of your comfort zone because how else would
you learn more about yourself and about other
people? We need to be aware of these problems
and provide our time and service.”
Megan Weiss, ’11
Major: Spanish and Secondary Education
Hometown: Minneapolis, Minn.

“The fact that our clients can walk down the street to the
Social Security office or walk a few blocks to see the doctor
is a major advantage of working with an organization in
Center City,” she said.
Suzen Wysor, ’04, who manages NSC’s emergency/
transitional shelter for refugees and immigrants in North
Philadelphia as a volunteer, said the organization is a great
place for interns to start, given NSC’s close ties with other
city agencies and its work within the community.
“The interaction with multiple languages, cultures, and
traditions on any given day is an extraordinary opportunity
from which students can benefit,” Wysor said.
Hayley Reese, a junior criminal justice
and sociology major from Reading, Pa.,
also witnessed a side of the city that
some never see through her internship in
Philadelphia’s District Attorney’s Office.
As a volunteer intern last summer,
Reese spent most mornings in the city’s
domestic violence court, assisting an
attorney who often handled as many as
60 cases a day. Reese helped the attorney Hayley Reese
with paperwork, located witnesses and police officers who
were scheduled to testify, and issued protection from abuse

8
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orders on behalf of witnesses and victims. In the afternoon,
she would make dozens of phone calls to inform witnesses
of their court dates and field their questions.
“It was more emotional than I knew I was getting into,”
said Reese, who is originally from Reading, Pa. “I sat with
the victims and was more of a social worker. People would
cry on my shoulder, telling me their life stories, and it was
difficult to know how to give the right kind of support.”
“It’s like triage,” said Jude Conroy,
’83, an assistant district attorney who
has worked in the homicide division
since 1993 and who set up Reese’s
internship. “Interns really are thrown
into the deep end of the pool, and even
if you decide not to get into the law, it’s
a life-altering experience because you get
to see another side of life and to see the
victims and their difficult circumstances. Jude Conroy, ’83
For better or for worse, it’s a front-row seat to see how
things work in real life.”
Reese said the internship experience helped to solidify
her interest in a law career—in Philadelphia.
“I’ve always loved Philadelphia, and I really fell in love
with the work,” Reese said. “I saw at the DA’s office that
everyone is swamped with work, yet they love their jobs,
and I know that’s exactly what I want. I also learned a lot
about myself, that I’m able to relate to other people in ways
I never realized I could.”
Other students, too, said the hands-on nature of their
internships led to clarity on their career path.
Brad Pietras, a senior accounting major in the four-year
BS/MBA program from Parlin, N.J., who is also in the
Business Scholars Co-op Program (BSCP) already has a job
lined up for after graduation at his co-op site, PwC’s
Philadelphia office. Because of his co-op work in PwC’s
assurance line of service, he knows what to expect when
he becomes an associate.
“I was able to work on various assignments that new
hires work on, including auditing cash, accounts receivable,

cover story

“La Salle encourages all of its students to take advantage of the city of Philadelphia in many different
ways, both through academic and social means.
During my First Year Odyssey (FYO) class freshman year, I visited the University of Pennsylvania
Art Museum with a group to research Greek art
and culture for a class presentation. The school also
promotes many trips to tour potential employers’
locations, see a Philadelphia sports game, or
experience the arts in the city. I feel that all of
these things help round out our education.”
Pat Joyce, ’11
Major: Accounting (four-year BS/MBA program)
Hometown: Philadelphia, Pa.
and accounts payable,” Pietras said. “I performed various
testing techniques to ensure the accuracy of these areas.
After I completed the testing, I documented the testing
process and my results in specific databases for use in the
future. I was able to use what I’ve learned at La Salle and
apply it in practice.”
Pat Joyce, a senior accounting major from Northeast
Philadelphia in the four-year BS/MBA program, who is
also in the BSCP, said his co-op at the accounting firm
of KPMG also provided him with opportunities to do
work similar to that of first-year associates. He worked
with numbers and with people, crunching numbers and
also learning from clients how their businesses worked.
“As an intern during audit season, you are truly an important part of the team,” he said. “Every task you perform
is helping in one way or another because of the time crunch
and budget constraints that every audit team faces. In other
words, you are not just doing busy work, but you are doing
the lower-level work in order to allow the experienced
members of the team to perform the highly technical tasks.”
Joyce also discovered the perks of a Center City job.
“I enjoyed being central to almost everything the city
of Philadelphia has to offer, whether it is walking through
Love Park, going on a company trip to the Walnut
Street Theater, or just going to lunch at one of the many
surrounding restaurants,” he said.
Jesse Cute, ’99, Director of Publicity and Promotion at
Terry Hines Associates, an advertising and marketing firm
with an office in Center City, said the work his interns do—

Jesse Cute, ’99 (left), works with interns Stella Guan (center) and Kathryn Bergin
at Terry Hines Associates, an advertising and marketing firm.

promoting movies through media, promotions, and events
throughout the city—requires an enthusiasm about Philadelphia.
“La Salle has provided a steady stream of really solid, stellar,
dedicated interns,” he said. “What they do in Philly, everyone
they talk to as an intern, everyone they meet in Philly, they
have an opportunity to leave a lasting impression with, and
you never know what that could lead to in the future.”
Cute said Stella Guan, a junior communication major
from China, and Kathryn Bergin, a senior communication
major from Paramus, N.J., have been treated as experts
during their internship because they—college students—are
the target audience for most movies. They spread the word
about upcoming movies on the region’s college campuses
and also help to coordinate screenings and other events, as
well as prizes and promotions related to new releases.
“I feel this internship is a real-world application of public
relations and the best way for me to learn about publicity
and promotion,” Bergin said.
Guan said she feels that she is in the ideal city for a
variety of experiences in her chosen field.
“Many major media companies are in Center City, so it’s
a great location for communication majors,” she said.
Conroy, Cute, Sharkey, and other La Salle alumni who
have stayed in Philadelphia after graduation can attest to
the myriad of opportunities available to students who feel
a kinship with the city, its residents, and its culture.
“This is my city—I grew up here, and I have a very
strong connection to the city,” Conroy said. “It’s a
tremendous training ground.”
WINTER 2010–11
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La Salle’s Philadelphia Center Focuses on the City
BY LIZ VARGO, M.A. ’10

HOME TO WORLD-CLASS ART

museums, cutting-edge research
institutions, significant historical
sites, and countless local theater
companies, the City of Brotherly
Love is a cultural and historic hub for
residents, tourists, and students alike.
La Salle has always strived to develop
and maintain relationships with these
local organizations and the recent
development of its Philadelphia Center
has further solidified partnerships with
more than 30 cultural institutions in
the city, explains Heather McGee,
Ph.D., Director of the Center.
“Philadelphia
is tailor-made for
college students
who are eager to
explore all that a
vital city has to
offer,” she said.
“The Philadelphia
Center offers
Heather McGee, Ph.D.
programs that
bring faculty together to discuss ways
in which resources in the city can be
meaningfully incorporated into the
courses they teach.”
According to Tom Keagy, Ph.D.,
Dean of the School of Arts and
Sciences, “The Philadelphia Center
has helped connect faculty and
students with the extraordinarily rich
resources of the region. Through its
sponsorship of activities, the Center
has helped some faculty to initiate
projects and others to enhance and
deepen students’ experiences in
existing projects.”
City-centered programs exist for
both faculty and students. The City
as Classroom faculty reading groups
support faculty who want to provide
students with educational opportunities
in Philadelphia and present faculty with
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“The Philadelphia Center has helped
connect faculty and students with
the extraordinarily rich resources of
the region. Through its sponsorship
of activities, the Center has helped
some faculty to initiate projects and
others to enhance and deepen students’
experiences in existing projects.”
Tom Keagy, Ph.D.
Dean
School of Arts and Sciences
opportunities to participate in site visits
to locations of academic interest, McGee
said. Another program, known as the
Subway Series, raises faculty awareness
of city resources by exploring local
sites and discussing how they can be
incorporated into the curriculum.
According to Preston Feden, Ed.D.,
professor of education and founder of
the Center, these programs are a way
to turn the University’s urban location
into a competitive advantage for its
students. Faculty who utilize the City
as Classroom program provide active
engagement for students that both
motivates them and encourages deeper
learning, he said. “They provide certain
contexts that can promote the extension
of learning beyond our classroom walls,
and that can extend our campus beyond
its physical boundaries,” he said.
To introduce incoming students
to life in Philadelphia, the Center has
developed programs specifically geared
toward freshmen. Each year during
La Salle’s Opening Weekend, students
are encouraged to explore the city
by locating faculty who are stationed
at historically or culturally significant
sites during a citywide scavenger hunt
know as Philly Phind. Throughout

their freshman year, students are also
able to take advantage of the Cultural
Passport program, which connects
them with more than 30 cultural and
performing arts institutions in Philadelphia for free or deeply discounted
admission, McGee said. In addition,
incoming students can apply to live in
a residential learning community know
as Urban Explorers that provides them
with further opportunities to discover
the cultural life of Philadelphia.
The Philadelphia Center continues
to enhance its programming and live
its mission to simultaneously energize
the campus environment, invigorate the
intellectual life of campus, and provide
a competitive advantage for graduates.
“The Philadelphia Center exists to
create and support meaningful education
experiences for La Salle students
through direct engagement with the
city,” McGee said. “By developing
programs that raise awareness about
urban issues and expose students
to diverse ways of understanding the
world, the Philadelphia Center aims
to foster the kind of education that
is at the heart of La Salle’s mission:
to empower students to live fuller,
more thoughtful lives.”

cover story

Providing Education to Philadelphians
BY MARIAN BUTCHER, M.A. ’08

LA SALLE HAS ALWAYS OPENED ITS DOORS WIDE FOR

Philadelphia residents, but those doors are now opening
even wider as part of a city-wide effort to turn more
residents into college graduates.
Consistent with Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter’s call
to double the number of city residents with college degrees,
La Salle has enrolled more students from Philadelphia,
increased financial aid to city students, and teamed up with
organizations and programs that are bringing more students
back to the classroom.
Currently, 25 percent of the La Salle-funded scholarships
awarded is going to undergraduate day students who live in
Philadelphia—an average of more than $10.2 million a year.
An average of 26.4 percent of La Salle’s undergraduate day
student population has been city residents in the last five years.
The University is planning to increase enrollment of and
financial aid for city students over the coming years.
“We’ve been there for the city in educating Philadelphia
students and doing it well for a long time,” said John Dolan,
the University’s Vice President for Enrollment Services.

The University has long reached out to the city’s high
schools to interest students in higher education. The dual
enrollment program bring students from Germantown,
Olney, Central, and Martin Luther King Jr. high schools
to campus to take up to 18 credits of college courses, with
special assistance from La Salle administrators and faculty
and mentoring from students in the Leadership and Global
Understanding program.
La Salle’s BUSCA program has been particularly successful in opening up educational opportunities for members
of Philadelphia’s Hispanic community. BUSCA, which stands
for Bilingual Undergraduate Studies for Collegiate Advancement, had just 23 students enrolled in 1999 and currently
has more than 160 students enrolled, 96 percent of whom
are city residents. This associate’s degree program prepares
Spanish-speaking students for college-level study by offering
courses in English for academic purposes as well as the core
courses of the School of Arts and Sciences. Students also
receive tutoring and academic, motivational, and financial
counseling. Since the program was founded in 1993, an
increasing number of BUSCA graduates have continued
their studies toward a bachelor’s degree at La Salle.
La Salle is also continuing a tradition of serving adult
learners by linking into the “Graduate! Philadelphia” initiative,
which has partnered with 15 colleges and universities in the
region to encourage people with some college credits to return
to school and finish their degrees.
“A lot of people have some credits from college, even
associate’s degrees, but not four-year degrees,” said Joseph
Ugras, Ph.D., Dean of La Salle’s College of Professional
and Continuing Studies. “We have joined the initiative
to develop the Philadelphia workforce to put the city ahead
in the knowledge economy.”
Through “Graduate! Philadelphia,” La Salle and several
other schools are offering 25 percent tuition discounts
for city employees. La Salle advisers are also spending time
at the program’s offices and attending education fairs
throughout the city to inform prospective students about
the opportunities at La Salle.
“We provide opportunities for the underserved population
of Philadelphia, and adult learners in our region are a key
underserved population,” Ugras said. “We have been providing opportunities for city residents to get their degrees at night
since the mid-1940s. This has always been part of the mission
of the University, and we are continuing that mission.”
BUSCA students receive their associate’s degrees at Commencement.
WINTER 2010–11

11

features

Why I Give Back: Jerry Lezynski, ’82

BY LIZ VARGO, M.A. ’10

built with so many people over the years that make me want
to ‘pay it forward’ for the benefit of others.”
’82, long before he officially became a campus resident.
Lezynski, a Harleysville, Pa., resident who works at SEI InvestToday, Lezynski serves on La Salle’s Alumni Board of Direcments, is the third in his family to graduate from La Salle,
tors and is heavily involved in the activities and service projects
including his late father, Jerry, ’57, and his uncle and godfather,
it sponsors. He is on the Council of President’s Associates, the
Bert Meyers, ’53. A dual major in marketing and communiCommunication Advisory Board, and the Sigma Phi Lambda
cation who grew up in Bucks County, he originally planned
alumni board, known as the Committee of Explorers. He
to live at home and commute to the University. It didn’t
also participated in the Lasallian Interview program, which
take long, however, to get involved in student life, and he
helps to determine how prospective students fit with La Salle.
soon found himself settling in on main campus.
“La Salle needs the extra help, energy, fresh ideas,
While a student, he joined Sigma
involvement, and financial support
“I go back to my roots and why
Phi Lambda fraternity and the La Salle
in today’s environment to not only
I think La Salle is a special place— motivate current and prospective
Residence Hall Judicial Board. He
also designed promotional event
students but to also compete more
not only did it instill a strong
flyers for the University and was
effectively with other local colleges
sense of purpose and values in
a student assistant in the Commuand to become a more global
nication Department.
me, it shaped me into the person university,” he said.
Although the on-campus programs
Volunteering as an alum also
I have become.”
and clubs kept him active, it was the
makes
a good impression on current
—Jerry Lezynski, ’82
people at La Salle who strengthened
students. “It’s important to set the
his bond with the University. “The teachers, the students,
tone and to be the example so that today’s students see that so
and the organizations and activities that I became involved
many alumni care about their alma mater,” Lezynski explained.
in made my experience at La Salle most memorable,”
He and his wife, Nancy, also hope it encourages their four
Lezynski said. He cherished the mentoring and friendship
children to later become active with their own schools.
of Brother Gerry Molyneaux, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’58, while
In addition to volunteering his time, Lezynski continues
working as a student in the Communication Department,
to support the University financially. This provides scholarship
as well as his involvement in Sigma Phi Lambda. The two
money for students and ensures funding for programs and
remain in touch, and Lezynski said he still values Br. Gerry’s
for upgrading current facilities at La Salle, he said. “We need
mentoring and friendship as an adult.
to help those who do not have the financial means in obtaining
That sense of involvement and the bond built with La Salle
a quality education at a private university like La Salle. As I
remained with Lezynski as an alumnus. “I truly feel that ‘giving
have found, a La Salle education and experience will set them
back,’ or as I refer to it, ‘paying it forward,’ is the right thing
up for a more fulfilling life,” he said.
to do to further the goals of the University,” he said. “I go
Lezynski continues to foster the relationships he has
back to my roots and why I think La Salle is a special place—
built at La Salle, which presents opportunities to rekindle
not only did it instill a strong sense of purpose and values in
relationships, learn from other alumni, and meet talented
me, it shaped me into the person I have become. Plus, it’s
and energetic La Salle students, he said.
the people, the relationships, and lasting bonds that I have
“To expand upon La Salle’s slogan, ‘Never stop exploring’—
or giving back,” he said. “It is worth it in so many ways.”
LA SALLE UNIVERSITY FELT LIKE HOME TO JERRY LEZYNSKI,
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We invite you to celebrate with La Salle University!

The Nineteenth Annual
Charter Dinner
Past Recipients
2010–William J. Markmann, M.D., ’70

Leadership Award to be presented to

Orthopaedic Surgeon and President, Orthopaedic
Surgery & Rehabilitation A ssociates, P.C.

2009–Elmer F. (Bud) Hansen Jr., ’58
Founder, President, and Chief Executive
Officer, Hansen Properties Incorporated

2008–Judith Reyers Spires, ’75

Chief Executive Officer, K ings Supermarkets, Inc.
Former President, Acme Markets

2007–Sharmain Matlock-Turner
President, Urban Affairs Coalition

2006–Daniel K. Fitzpatrick, ’86

President and Chief Executive Officer
for E astern Pennsylvania , D elaware,
and New Jersey, Citizens Bank

2005–William R. Sasso, Esq., ’69

Chairman, Stradley Ronon
Stevens and Young LLP

2004–Leon Ellerson, ’56

President, K eystone Computer A ssociates

2003–Daniel J. Whelan, ’68

Former President and Chief Executive
Officer, Verizon Pennsylvania

Gerard P. Cuddy

President and Chief Executive Officer, Beneficial Bank

2002–William R. Sautter, ’71

President and Chief Executive Officer,
Elliott-Lewis Corporation

2001–Michael J. Emmi

Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer*, IPR International

2000–Charles J. Reilly, ’62

Founder and Chief Executive Officer,
Reilly Foam Company

The Union League of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Saturday, March 19, 2011
6:30 p.m.

1999–James J. Lynch, ’71

Managing Partner,
Patriot Financial Partners LP

1998–J. L awrence Wilson

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer*,
Rohm and Haas Company

1997–G. Fred DiBona Jr.=

President and Chief Executive Officer,
Independence Blue Cross

1996–Nicholas A. Giordano, ’65

President and Chief Executive Officer*,
Philadelphia Stock Exchange

1995–William J. Avery

Chairman, Chief Executive Officer,
and President*, Crown Cork
and Seal Company Inc.

1994–Joseph F. Paquette

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer*,
PECO Energy Company

1993–Nelson G. Harris

Chairman, Chief Executive Officer, and
President*, Tasty Baking Company
* retired

The Charter Dinner celebrates the founding of La Salle College on March 20, 1863, and
pays tribute to the generations of Christian Brothers, laypersons, and clergy whose dedication
has made La Salle University the prominent institution that it is today.
Since its founding, La Salle has played a leadership role in Philadelphia as both an educational
institution and a responsible corporate citizen. In recognition of the importance of leadership
in our community, La Salle University recognizes an individual who has displayed outstanding
leadership in the corporate, civic, governmental, or religious communities with the presentation
of La Salle University’s Leadership Award.
With more than 28 years of banking expertise combined with a lifetime of dedication to helping
many families and organizations around the Delaware Valley, Gerard P. Cuddy embodies the
characteristics of La Salle University’s Leadership Award.
Proceeds from the annual Charter Dinner and Leadership Award ceremony are utilized
to enhance the University’s Scholarship Fund, thereby benefiting future generations
of La Salle students.
For more information, please visit our Web site at www.lasalle.edu/charterdinner
or contact ferrara@lasalle.edu or 215.991.3595.

= deceased
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ON JAN. 12, 2010, A MAGNITUDE-7

earthquake chewed through Haiti’s
fiber like a larger-than-life wood chipper
and mulched the impoverished island
nation with debris.
Art Torno, ’77, was working in
Puerto Rico as head of American
Airlines’ (AA) Caribbean operations
when a colleague called with news
of the quake around 6 p.m.
Torno immediately reached out to
his contacts in the Haitian government, gathered revival experts, amassed
10,000 pounds of wellness supplies, and
tied his sturdy hiking boots. Twelve
hours later, his small charter was the
first post-quake flight to land at the
then-destroyed Port-au-Prince airport.
“I knew I was going in for a period
of time that was undefined,” he said.
“The comforts of life become muted.”
He landed with two large duffle
bags filled with as much underwear
and cool clothing as possible. The
runway, he said, was the only thing
around in great shape.
Greeting Torno’s group on that
80-degree day was Haitian president
Rene Preval, who instantly asked Torno
to share his sentiments through an
interpreter on live national television.
“We (can) bring experience and
aviation,” Torno said. “I brought
experts, engineers, and architects
to give a plan to reconstruct airport
infrastructure.”

American Airlines employees deliver supplies to Haiti
after the 2010 earthquake.

“Helping the people of Haiti was one
of the most memorable, rewarding, and
uplifting experiences of my entire life.
It was a blessing.”
—Art Torno, ’77

When word spread of Torno’s
promise, hundreds of the roughly
1.3 million earthquake survivors
flocked to the airport each day seeking
supplies, a way out, or work.
“The lifeblood to the island was
commercial aviation. That’s it,” Torno
said. “It was about transporting people
and goods. They understood that.”
Over the next five weeks, Torno
bolstered his team of experts and
assisted the U.S. military’s relief and
recovery efforts. They ate vegetables
and tuna out of cans, slept on the
floor of a cargo warehouse, took cold
showers, and didn’t wash their cloths.
His team, which grew to include
eight top AA managers and 30 tradesman, was able to plan security for the
airport—a federal requirement for
commercial flying—create a terminal,
evacuate more than 700 Haitians to
safety in South Florida or Puerto Rico,
fly in more than 400 doctors to staff
hospitals, and import 400,000 pounds
of relief supplies.
After Torno had established his
company in a position to accelerate
Haiti’s revitalization, his bosses called
for him to be promoted to his current
post as Vice President of American
Airlines’ New York operations. He
started with the company as a flight
attendant in 1979, despite the concerns
of his parents, who questioned their

son leaving a career at the Philadelphia
accounting firm Ernst & Young. Torno
currently lives in a one-bedroom Midtown Manhattan apartment, which he
said rivals the size of his St. Edward’s
Hall room at La Salle, overlooking
the East River. The Camden, N.J.,
native is gearing up for his first East
Coast winter in 30 years and for when
his wife, Carolina, and children move
to the city next year.
Torno said the values and hard-work
traits he took from La Salle and his
Hurricane Katrina rescue experiences
helped him shine in Haiti.
Healing works continue in Haiti,
where an estimated $80 million airport
reconstruction is needed and the country
is projected to be a few years away
from normalcy. And new roadblocks
have surfaced. Since late October, officials have been trying to stop a cholera
epidemic, which has killed hundreds
of people and afflicted thousands of
others. In early November, the fragile
country endured Hurricane Tomas,
which killed seven people in Haiti.
“Helping the people of Haiti was
one of the most memorable, rewarding,
and uplifting experiences of my entire
life. It was a blessing,” Torno said,
reflecting on the event a year later.
“Haitians are the most resilient people,
and you can’t break their spirit.”
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“W hile I greatly enjoy the
satisfaction I receive from my
research, I could never give up
teaching—I love it too much.”
—Susan Borkowski, Ph.D.

A Note From ...

Accounting

DESPITE HAVING A FATHER AS AN ACCOUNTANT, SUSAN

Borkowski, Ph.D., did not intend to become one herself.
Always a high achiever, she skipped a grade in school and
completed a bachelor’s degree in biology in less than
three years with her sights set on medical school. Despite
a 3.9 GPA, she was not accepted.
“It was a different time then. There were very few spots
available for women medical students in the early 1970s,” said
Borkowski, a professor of accounting at La Salle. She was told
to wait a couple of years, but in the meantime, she changed
gears and returned to school for accounting—her other passion.
Since entering the accounting field, Borkowski has
continued to be a high achiever as an internationally
recognized scholar, teacher, and mentor.
Borkowski is considered one of the leading experts on
transfer pricing in accounting. A tax management strategy,
the transfer price is the amount that one subsidiary in a
multinational company charges another subsidiary in the
same company for the transferred product or service.
“Manipulating the transfer price allows a company to
shift profits from high-tax to low-tax countries, therefore
increasing their profits,” Borkowski said. “As a result, tax
authorities around the world have become more aggressive
by introducing stricter penalties, new documentation
requirements, and increased information exchange.”
Borkowski has worked with the United Nations on transfer
pricing for developing countries. She has also received
international research grants from government agencies,
such as the Government of Canada and the United States
Agency for International Development.
In recognition of her scholarly achievements, Borkowski
received La Salle’s Faculty Distinguished Scholar Award. “I am
honored, but I feel just a twinge of guilt in accepting it—I am
being recognized for just doing what I love to do,” she said.
16
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BY AMY GARDNER CRANSTON, M.A. ’09

Also a past recipient of the School of Business Excellence
in Teaching Award, Borkowki admits that teaching is her
true passion. “While I greatly enjoy the satisfaction I receive
from my research, I could never give up teaching—I love it
too much. I enjoy the fact that I can conduct my research
and then bring it into the classroom,” she said. “One of
the reasons I came to La Salle is because I did not have
to choose between research and teaching like you do at
many large universities.”
Borkowski also serves as mentor and adviser for the La Salle
chapter of the Beta Gamma Sigma (BGS) international honor
society. Induction into BGS is one of the highest achievements for business students worldwide.
“BGS is a very prestigious network,” Borkowski said.
“Events such as the Student Leadership Forum and regional
BGS alumni events allow our students to make some great
connections in the business world.”
In recognition of her work with BGS, Borkowski was
named the 2009 BGS Outstanding Chapter Adviser and as
a result of her dedication, La Salle’s BGS chapter received
the 2010 Silver Chapter Award.
Borkowski also serves as an adviser for La Salle’s many
student case competitions, which have included invitationonly national competitions. For the PwC Extreme Accounting
(xACT) competition, La Salle’s team placed in the top five
in 2009. La Salle also placed in the Loyola Marymount
competition for the last three years, tying for first place
in 2007.
“Our students have been very successful,” she said. “Case
competitions are great opportunities for our students. Not
only does it allow them to use their business skills, but it
proves that our students can compete with the best business
students anywhere.”

book
notes
Nicio and Cedar Fire (In Spanish:
Nicio y El Incendio Cedar)

The Lays of Marie de France

BY GINA AGUILERA, M.S. ’06, AND ROSARIO AGUILERA LEWIS

AND COMMENTARY BY EDWARD J.

Jennie’s Music Room Books, 2009; 40 pp.; $13
Nicio and Cedar Fire is the tale of an Native American fireman who,
ignoring evacuation warnings, fights to save his home from a devastating
forest fire; reminisces about his family and childhood; dreams about
pre-Columbian Mesoamerican gods; and is ultimately saved by
a Thunderbird. The story was inspired by real events experienced
by the authors’ brother, Martin “Nicio” Aguilera, whose California
home was threatened by a fire in October 2003.
Gina Aguilera, M.S. ’06, is a Philadelphia native. She earned a bachelor’s degree in
biology from St. Joseph’s University and a master’s degree in Computer Information
Science from La Salle University. After 30 years as a computer programmer/architect,
she retired to Chincoteague Island, Va. Her first book, done in collaboration with her
sister, is available at www.amazon.com.

Beyond Redemption
BY L.T. DEANGELO, ’77

Booksurge, 2008; 190 pp.; $14.99
Beyond Redemption is a story of a family that loses
its legacy due to corrupt and unethical business
practices, which leads to the commission of the
perfect crime. After graduating from college, Tom
Vento assumes stewardship of a successful family
business and falls in love. But his future is robbed during a horrible
accident. Four months later, he emerges from a medically induced coma.
Tom passes his time tanked on vodka and prescription drugs, determined
to destroy his family’s legacy and, with a growing list of enemies, swearing
that something has to be done—something beyond redemption will.
L.T. DeAngelo earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration from La Salle
University and a master’s degree in professional development from Middlesex University
in London, England. He is a Marine Corps Vietnam combat veteran and retired
corporate executive. He and his family live in Sarasota, Fla. Beyond Redemption
can be purchased on amazon.com.

Take Up the Cross:
The Journey This Far

TRANSLATED, WITH INTRODUCTION
GALLAGHER, PH.D., ’65

Hackett Publishing Company, 2010;
225 pp.; $12.95
Along with modern English translations of these Old French verse
narratives, this volume also includes an introduction, map, commentaries on the lays, and two anonymous Breton Lays: The Lay of Melion
and The Lay of Tyolet. There also are glossaries and an appendix
of selected texts in the Old French, including Marie’s Prologue,
Guigemar, Bisclavret, and Yonec.
Edward Gallagher, Ph.D., ’65, is a professor of French studies at Wheaton College
in Norton, Mass., where he has taught since 1977. He completed his graduate work
at Brown University in medieval French literature. Since 2005, he has published
a series of articles in Neuphilologische Mitteilungen and Studia Neophilologica
on the plays of MS 1131 in the Bibliothèque Sainte Genevieve in Paris.

Return of the Lion People:
The Second Book in the Nasha Saga
BY MICHAEL MILONE, PH.D., ’67

Arena Press, 2010; 222 pp.; $9.95
In this book for young adults, the warlike Lion People
vanished years ago but mysteriously return and attack the Wolf Clan.
In the sequel to Nasha: The First Dog, the clan priestess foretells their
coming and the Lion People attack the village. The only way to rescue
the captives is a risky plan with little chance of success.
Michael Milone, Ph.D., ’67, graduated from La Salle with a bachelor’s degree in psychology, earned a M.A. from Gallaudet University, and earned his Ph.D. from The Ohio
State University. He is a nationally recognized research psychologist and award-winning
educational writer. He has taught as an adjunct professor at several universities
and is a member of more than a dozen professional associations in education and
psychology. He also has been involved in a broad range of publishing projects.

Growing Up in Heaven: The Journey of
an Irish Immigrant Family in Philadelphia
BY JOSEPH G. RODDY, ’59

BY JOHN J. MARNIEN JR., ’66

Morris Publishing, 2010; 211 pp.; $21

Infinity Publishing, 2008; 128 pp.; $14.95
Take Up the Cross involves one man’s soul-searching
for God. The story details the sufferings he experiences in his quest
for eternal truth and everlasting life. The book illustrates that anyone
is able to share in the final heavenly banquet.

This memoir from author Joe Roddy deals with growing
up in St. Columba Parish and its predominantly Irish
Catholic neighborhood of North Philadelphia known
as Swampoodle. The collection of family stories, historical research,
and community situations from the early 1900s through the 1960s
paint a picture of the American culture at the time.

John J. Marnien Jr., ’66, was born in Northeast Philadelphia and now lives in Levittown,
Pa. He earned his bachelor’s degree at La Salle. He later earned a master’s degree
from the University of Utah and a Certified Public Manager degree from Rutgers University.
Retired after 32 years from the New Jersey Department of Labor, he recently turned to
writing. A science fiction novel, Any Time Now, should be released in early 2011, and
A Secret Passage, a companion piece to Take Up the Cross, should be available this winter.

Joe Roddy, ’59, served in the Navy during the Korean Conflict. He earned his bachelor’s
degree in psychology from La Salle and a Master of Public Administration from Fairleigh
Dickinson University in 1980. He worked for the Department of Defense for 41 years,
becoming Deputy Director, and served as a civilian logistic adviser in Vietnam in 1967.
He was an adjunct professor in the Evening Division of Monmouth College from 1983
to 1992. To purchase the book, call 941.484.0285 or e-mail jmj210@verizon.net.

“Book Notes” will be featured periodically in upcoming issues of this magazine. We invite you to let us know if there’s a book written by an alum within the last year
that might be highlighted by e-mailing Liz Vargo at vargo @ lasalle.edu.
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La Salle Coaches Take a Turn in the Spotlight
BY KRISTA HUTZ

THE LA SALLE LACROSSE, BASEBALL, AND MEN’S SOCCER

teams put together highly successful seasons in 2010.
Behind these teams were three standout coaches who
helped the athletes achieve their goals.
La Salle boasted three Atlantic 10 (A-10) Coaches of the
Year—Pat Farrell of men’s soccer, Candace Taglianetti of
lacrosse, and Mike Lake of baseball. This was the most from
a single school in the A-10 Conference in 2010.
“We are very proud of the quality of coaches on our staff,”
said Director of Athletics Tom Brennan, Ed.D. “During the
hiring process, we look for people of character who have the
ability to lead student-athletes, but we also are concerned
with their ability to establish a winning program. Last year
was evidence that we have some of the top coaches in the
Atlantic 10.”
Farrell, La Salle’s most recent Coach of the Year honoree,
guided his men’s soccer squad to an unbeaten record in its
final six games of the regular season. As the second seed, the
Explorers defeated Saint Louis 2-0 in the semifinals of the
A-10 Tournament before falling to Xavier in the title game.
“The honor is a tribute to the players who have worked
hard all year long to put themselves in a position to be
successful,” Farrell said.
18
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The winningest coach in program history, Farrell saw junior
defender Nick Dundon named an Academic All-American this
year and senior forward Ryan Richter named A-10 Offensive
Player of the Year and Student-Athlete of the Year.
In 2010, Taglianetti guided the women’s lacrosse team to
its first-ever berth in the A-10 tournament, where the Explorers
earned the second seed. La Salle recorded a program-record
nine victories, including five conference wins.
Under Taglianetti’s tutelage, Jill Davis was named A-10
Women’s Lacrosse Student-Athlete of the Year, Megan
Corliss became the first Explorer to earn the A-10 Defensive
Player of the Year award, and Lauren McDermott was
recognized as the A-10 Rookie of the Year.
Taglianetti, who earned Coach of the Year in her second
season at the helm, wasn’t surprised with the success. She
had already put the pieces in place the year before.
“Our coaching staff put together a progression of skills
and milestones to reach,” Taglianetti said. “We worked to
change the culture and to recruit hard-working players.”
Taglianetti said the coaches reevaluate their plan every year
and are always trying to construct more efficient practices.

sports

(From left) Atlantic 10 Coaches of the Year—Pat Farrell of men’s soccer, Mike Lake of baseball, and Candace Taglianetti of lacrosse.

“The honor is a tribute to the players who
have worked hard all year long to put
themselves in a position to be successful.”
—Pat Farrell

Lake also attributed the success of his team to the system
he installed when he was named head coach prior to the
2007–08 season.
“We employ a structured system,” Lake said. “We try
to do everything at game speed in practice. The young men
began to gain confidence by doing this, and when kids are
confident, they begin to excel on the field.”
In 2010, just his third year guiding the Explorers, Lake
took La Salle to the postseason for the second time in the
program’s history in the Atlantic 10 Conference. He also
helped the team to the most A-10 league wins (14) ever and
the most wins overall (21) since 1999.

“I credit a lot of my success as a coach to my dad and
the way I was raised,” Lake said. “I also had several coaches
who were great mentors to me.”
Farrell, Taglianetti, and Lake said they couldn’t do it alone.
All three coaches rely heavily on their staffs and know their
teams’ success wouldn’t be possible without their assistants.
“I know my strengths and weaknesses,” Taglianetti said.
“When I was compiling a coaching staff, I set out to find
coaches who could complement my skill set. Natasha Fuchs
has done an amazing job with our attack.”
Farrell was assisted by Bob Wilkinson and Brian Blesi this
season. Lake, assisted by Toby Fisher and Mike Dertouzos
last season, also gave a lot of credit to his assistants.
“This award is really an award for my entire coaching
staff,” Lake said. “If it wasn’t for them, our team wouldn’t
be where it is now.”
While Farrell, Taglianetti and Lake are pleased with their
teams’ accomplishments, they each believe their teams are
just beginning to realize what they can achieve. The coaches
will continue to work and push their teams to bring success
to La Salle athletics.
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La Salle Welcomes New Trustees and Honors Those Outgoing
Four new members officially joined
La Salle’s Board of Trustees during the
opening meeting this October.
Farah M. Jimenez has recently been
named head of the People’s Emergency
Center, a social services agency that helps
homeless women and children in West
Philadelphia. Previously, Jimenez was
Executive Director of Mt. Airy, USA, which
assists local residents and businesses
with community development.
Robert A. Kennedy Jr., ’78, has been
President and CEO of The Kennedy
Companies since 1990, where he oversees the daily operations of the business
and implements plans for growth. Before
joining the The Kennedy Companies, he
was a mathematics teacher at St. Joseph’s
High School in Hammonton, N.J.
Brennan P. O’Donnell, Ph.D., is
President of Manhattan College in the
Bronx, N.Y. He also is a professor of
English at the college. He previously
was Dean and professor of English at
Fordham College at Rose Hill, Fordham
University, in the Bronx and taught and

(Above, from left) New Trustees Frank C. Palopoli, ’69,
Farah M. Jimenez, and Robert A. Kennedy Jr., ’78, with
William R. Sautter, CPA, ’71, Chair of the Board of
Trustees. Not pictured is Brennan P. O’Donnell, Ph.D.
(At right, from left) Outgoing Trustees include David T.
Poiesz, ’80, Sharmain Matlock-Turner, and Carmen V.
Romeo, ’65. Not pictured are Denise D. Malecki, ’85,
and Thomas F. McGowan, ’76.

served as Director of the Honors Program
at Loyola University in Baltimore, Md.
Frank C. Palopoli, ’69, is a retired real
estate investment and development executive. Over his 35-year career, he directed
the development of more than 2 million
square feet of retail properties and more
than 4,000 apartment, retirement, and

[ SHOWING OUR APPRECIATION ]

This fall, La Salle University provided a pre-Thanksgiving dinner to more
than 500 police officers from both the 35th and, for the first time,
14th police districts. For more than 10 years, the La Salle Ambassadors
have been hosting the event at the 35th Police District Headquarters
to show appreciation for local police officers, firefighters, and La Salle
security officers. Also for the first time, the Ambassadors and La Salle
staff partnered with members of the Alumni Association to provide
more than 50 volunteers for the event.
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single-family units for corporate and
private investors. He is also a member of
the Board of Trustees at La Salle Academy.
Departing Trustees include Denise D.
Malecki, ’85, Sharmain Matlock-Turner,
Thomas F. McGowan, ’76, David T.
Poiesz, ’80, and Carmen V. Romeo, ’65.
—Liz Vargo, M.A. ’10

[ CELEBRATING ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT ]

(From left) Steve Melick, a member of the Center for Entrepreneurship
planning committee, Joseph E. Gaffney, ’68, President and founder of
Gaffney Fabrics Inc., and Edward J. Fierko, ’63, CEO of EJF Associates
and a La Salle Trustee, appeared recently at a Center for Entrepreneurship fall speaker series event. The School of Business launched the center,
a forum for students and alumni to network and enhance their knowledge
of entrepreneurship, this fall. The center offers a certificate program,
and plans are under way to offer a mentoring program for those interested in starting their own businesses. In addition to Gaffney and Fierko,
presenters in the fall speaker series have included Stephen Zarilli, ’83,
Senior Vice President and CFO of Safeguard Scientifics; and James Smart,
CPA, ’79, CEO of Smart, Devine and Company and a La Salle Trustee.

news

Highest Alumni Honors Presented to Finley, Schankweiler
During Homecoming weekend, the Alumni
Association honored two La Salle graduates
for their longstanding commitments to
La Salle and to their communities. Peter J.
Finley, Ed.D., ’53, received the John J.
Finley, ’24, Award, and Marci Bossow
Schankweiler, ’90, received the Signum
Fidei Medal.
La Salle Alumni Association President
Meg Kane, ’03, said bestowing the honor
on Finley, the son of the award’s namesake,
was a testament to the commitment that
he and his entire family have made to
La Salle. “As a graduate, former faculty
member, and the now patriarch of the
Finley family, Pete truly embodies the
faith and zeal that St. John Baptist de
La Salle spoke to in creating the mission
of the Christian Brothers,” she said.
“It is a privilege to honor a life that has
been truly lived by Lasallian values.”
The Finley Award honors a La Salle
graduate who has demonstrated outstanding leadership and service to the University.
It is named for John J. Finley, ’24, a
former Alumni Association President who
was known as “Mr. La Salle.” Like his
father, Pete Finley has played an active
role in campus life, academics, alumni
relations, and admission. A former La Salle
baseball player, he has been active in the
Explorer Club and also previously served on
the Alumni Association Board of Directors.

(From left) Maureen Metzger, ’02, Alumni Association Vice President; La Salle President Brother Michael J. McGinniss,
F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70; Peter J. Finley, Ed.D., ’53, recipient of the John J. Finley, ’24, Award; Marci B. Schankweiler, ’90,
recipient of the Signum Fidei Medal; and Meg Kane, ’03, Alumni Association President.

Finley retired from a career as
a consultant for psychology and
educational services. He previously
served on La Salle’s Clinical-Counseling
Psychology Advisory Board, had been an
intern supervisor for the program, and
is a past recipient of the Dondero Award
from the Psychology Department.
According to Kane, the Signum Fidei
Medal, which honors those demonstrating
a significant faith in bettering the lives
of others, could not have been presented
to a better person. “Marci has transformed
her life and the lives of 800 cancer
patients in just a decade with her founding of Crossing the Finish Line,” Kane
said. “Her faith in herself, her community,
and in God has helped her to not simply
overcome her own adversity, but to use
that as a driving force for change.”

Schankweiler, President of Crossing
the Finish Line, founded the organization
10 years ago in memory of her late
husband, Peter Bossow, ’90, who died
from a rare form of testicular cancer.
During his yearlong battle with cancer, he
suggested a vacation to get away from it
all. When Bossow died, Schankweiler left
her job as a tax attorney to establish Crossing the Finish Line, which sends young
adult cancer patients and their families
on all-expenses-paid respite vacations.
In addition to her work with Crossing
the Finish Line, Schankweiler has served
on La Salle’s Alumni Association Board
of Directors and has participated in the
Banker’s Day and Executives on Campus
programs with the School of Business
and in last year’s Lasallian Interview
pilot program.

ALUMNI AUTHORS SHARE THEIR STORIES

Alicia Bessette, ’97, and Matthew Quick, ’96, sign copies of their books.

Highlighting a host of talented La Salle alumni, the English
Department’s Reading and Reception Series kicked off this
fall in a continuing effort to foster a culture of writing at the
University. Five alumni authors returned to campus to read from
their recently published books in the Holroyd Hall atrium and to
mingle with other alumni, faculty, students, and friends during
a reception. This fall’s presenters included Alicia Bessette, ’97,
author of Simply from Scratch; Matthew Quick, ’96, author of
The Silver Linings Playbook; David Livewell, ’89, author of Woven
Light, Poems and Photographs from Andrew Wyeth’s Pennsylvania;
Tom McAllister, ’04, author of Bury Me in My Jersey: A Memoir
of My Father, Football, and Philly; and Mike Sielski, ’97, author
of Fading Echoes: A True Story of Rivalry and Brotherhood from
the Football Field to the Fields of Honor.
WINTER 2010–11
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[ SLHS GRADUATES REUNITE ]

LA SALLE HAS RECEIVED
THE FOLLOWING GRANTS:

This fall, La Salle’s Speech-Language-Hearing Science (SLHS) programs celebrated the 10-year
anniversary of the founding of the programs. The Speech-Language-Hearing Science programs are
part of the School of Nursing and Health Sciences. More than 80 alumni, faculty, staff, and students
attended a breakfast to commemorate the milestone during the American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association (ASHA) Annual Conference at the Pennsylvania Convention Center in Philadelphia.
Several faculty and students also presented their research during the ASHA conference. (Above,
from left) Toni Ann Schmittner, M.S. ’09, Evelyn Koenig, M.S. ’09, Barbara Amster, Ph.D., Founding
Director of the SLHS Programs, Evelyn Klein, Ph.D., associate professor of SLHS, Carol Kaminski,
adjunct faculty for SLHS, and Zane Wolf, Ph.D., Dean of the School of Nursing and Health Sciences.

•

Pennsylvania Higher Education
Foundation, Independence Blue
Cross Supplemental Nursing
Education grant: $16,685

•

Pennsylvania Higher Education
Foundation, Independence Blue Cross
Nurse Scholars grant: $110,062

•

Pennsylvania Higher Education
Foundation, Independence Blue
Cross Supplemental Graduate Nurse
Education grant: $50,000

•

Convatec Inc.: $98,807 for Phase 2 of a
research project directed by Janice Beitz,
Ph.D., professor of nursing, titled “NPWT:
Algorithm Development and Testing”

•

U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Nursing Workforce Diversity
Program: $68,040 (sub-award from
Thomas Jefferson University) for Project
CONSULLT (Consortium Offering
Nursing Students Useful Learning and
Language Techniques)

Palopoli Professorship Awarded to Ballough
Receiving this year’s Palopoli Professorship has “awakened the scientist in me
and energized me,” said recipient Gerald
Ballough, Ph.D., professor of biology.
Now in its third year, the professorship
was established by Frank C. Palopoli, ’69,
a La Salle Trustee, and John J. Palopoli,
M.D., ’70, to recognize the scientific
achievements of their father, Frank C.
Palopoli, and to honor faculty who embrace
scientific research in education.
Ballough and his students will investigate a novel form of brain damage, known
as apoptosis or “cell suicide,” resulting
from acute alcohol toxicity in rats. Students
will learn small animal handling, anesthesia, surgery, hisochemistry, immunocytochemistry, and histopathological
assessments in various tissues, such
as the brain, liver, and heart. Students
will conduct individual investigations
based on acute alcohol intoxication and

22

LA SALLE MAGAZINE

will also investigate pathological effects
of other beverages and substances,
including the popular drink Four Loko.
“Gerry Ballough is an outstanding
scholar who has a passion for his
discipline that inspires and motivates his
students,” said Tom Keagy, Ph.D., Dean
of the School of Arts and Sciences. The
three-year professorship will support the
cost of Ballough’s research at La Salle.
In addition to teaching at La Salle,
Ballough also is a research scientist and
consultant for the U.S. Army Medical
Research Institute of Chemical Defense.
He and his colleague, Margaret Filbert,
Ph.D., are credited with discovering a
superior form of neuroprotection that
reduces seizure-related brain damage
caused by nerve gases.
In 2007, the National Institutes
of Health selected Ballough as one of
the nation’s top experts in the field of

Neuroprotection Against Brain Damage
Resulting From Nerve Agent (Gas)Induced Seizures. He was interviewed
by Neurology Today after his findings
were ranked in the top 100 of more
than 2,500 presentations at the 2007
American Academy of Neurology meeting.
His research findings have been repeatedly
selected for presentations by the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Chemical Defense Subcommittee since 1993.
—Liz Vargo, M.A. ’10

news

Distinguished Lasallian Educator
Award Honors Jones

La Salle Awards Welsh for
Distinguished Service

Inspired by a professor who took a personal
interest in her, Nancy Jones, Ph.D., Chair of
Integrated Science, Business, and Technology
(ISBT), has spent the past quarter-century
doing the same for La Salle students, both in
and out of the classroom. For this and many
other examples of her service to students,
Jones received the University’s Distinguished
Lasallian Educator Award, which recognizes members of the
University community who have shown an understanding of
and a commitment to Lasallian priorities and traditions.

Jeannie Welsh, Ph.D., accounting
professor and Department Chair, received
the 2010 La Salle Faculty Distinguished
Service Award for her exceptional
involvement and devotion to the good
of the University, the advancement
of its mission, and support of La Salle
as a learning community.

Along with teaching and advising, Jones has spent countless
hours with the University’s “Day One” summer program for new
students and their families.
In 2000, Jones became founding director of the ISBT program;
she continues teaching general chemistry and ISBT courses.
“Those who have nominated her for consideration point out
that her students invariably see her as approachable and energetic,
someone buoyed by the sheer love for the subject matter as well
as the art of teaching,” said La Salle President Brother Michael
J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70. “It has been their good fortune
to have her in their lives—teaching, coaching, and encouraging
them to accept challenges and to consider new possibilities.
Those students describe her passion as contagious, and someone who unfailingly takes a personal interest in their learning.”
—Jon Caroulis

“I feel so honored; it is truly humbling,” Welsh said. “When
it comes to serving the University, I have to say that I never
serve alone. I am always working with tremendous faculty and
staff who amaze me with their energy and ideas.”
In addition to her position as professor and Chair of the
Accounting Department, Welsh was recently re-elected to a twoyear term as President of the Faculty Senate, and she oversees
the University’s four-year BS/MBA program.
In recent years, she has served on the University’s curriculum
design committee, Middle States reaccreditation committee,
the Planning Advisory Board, which oversees the University’s
implementation of its strategic plan, and the School of Business
Blue Ribbon Strategic Planning Committee.
“While her record in itself is worthy of the Distinguished
Service Award, it is the zeal and good will with which she has
undertaken her service that most impressed the award’s selection
committee,” said La Salle Provost Joseph Marbach, Ph.D., ’83.
—Amy Gardner Cranson, M.A. ’09

InspiriTec Creator Honored for Leadership and Community Service
La Salle recently honored John Connolly of InspiriTec for his
leadership in information technology and community service
with its 2010 Information Technology Leadership Award.
“John Connolly’s contributions to the community demonstrate
Lasallian values. His work has helped to extend the use of technology in the area,” said Margaret McCoey, assistant professor
of mathematics and computer science at La Salle, who also directs
the master’s programs in Computer Information Science and
Information Technology Leadership. “John has been able to
merge technology and community service. We are very proud
to honor him.”
Technology, says Connolly, “levels the playing field” for
people with disabilities. InspiriTec, an award-winning IT and
teleservices firm, hires and employs people with disabilities,
providing employment, independence, and hope.
“We realized early on that vocational training is not the only
answer,” Connolly said. We needed to ‘practice what we teach,’

and InspiriTec was formed. We
became an IT firm ourselves that
employs people with disabilities.
We operate with the crispness and
discipline of a business and the
compassion of a human services
organization.”
In graduate school, he started
teaching computer skills to adults
with disabilities, and he discovered
the low employment rate of people
with disabilities. He then founded
InspiriTec, a nonprofit.
InspiriTec has been recognized by Forbes magazine, the Wall
Street Journal and the U.S. Department of Labor. It has also
received several workplace awards.

—Jon Caroulis
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[ VETERANS’ LOUNGE DEDICATED ]

On Veterans Day, La Salle dedicated a new Veterans’ Lounge and ROTC Center on the first floor of St. Benilde
Tower on La Salle’s West Campus. (Above, right) Brother Joseph Willard, F.S.C., ’64, Executive Assistant to
the President, blesses the space. Looking on (from left), are Brother Edward Hofmann, F.S.C., ’70, Assistant
Director of Admission; La Salle President Brother Michael J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70; Maj. Gen. William
F. Burns, U.S. Army, ’54, former La Salle Trustee; Lt. Col. Maura Gillen, U.S. Army, Commanding Officer of
the Drexel University ROTC Program; and John L. McCloskey, ’48, retired Vice President of Public Affairs
and ROTC instructor, who served in the U.S. Army Air Corps during World War II. The suite of lounge, study,
and office space is decorated with memorabilia donated by Burns.

The Evolving Face of Nursing, © 2010 City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program/Meg Saligman, Photo by Steve Weinik

[ AN ARTISTIC TRIBUTE TO NURSES ]

PHILADELPHIA ZOO PRESIDENT AND
CEO RECEIVES HONORARY DEGREE

La Salle University’s President Michael J.
McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70, presented
an honorary doctoral degree to Philadelphia
Zoo President and Chief Executive
Officer Vikram Dewan at its Honors
Convocation in October.
“We at La Salle, as a values-centered
educational institution, especially recognize your commitment to educational
programming, including outreach to
school districts and curricular activities
for educators, your mission of conservation,
and your desire to touch a greater diversity
of our community,” McGinniss said.
Since taking the helm as the Zoo’s
top executive in 2006, Dewan has overseen the premiere of Big Cat Falls, which
was named the 2007 “Best Exhibit of
the Year” by the national Association
of Zoos and Aquariums, as well as the
opening of the McNeil Avian Center.
Under his leadership, the Zoo has engaged
in creative partnerships to spread the
message of wildlife conservation.
Recently, La Salle freshman business
students visited the Zoo and met with
members of its leadership team. Numerous
La Salle students also have completed
internships with the Zoo.

Partnering with the Philadelphia Mural Arts Program and other area institutions, La Salle’s School of Nursing
and Health Sciences supported the creation of a new mural that pays tribute to the region’s nurses.
“The Evolving Face of Nursing,” a 6,500-square-foot mural at the intersection of Broad and Vine streets
in Philadelphia, incorporates images of a diverse selection of nurses from around the region, along with
historic and modern symbols of the profession. The design also includes LED lights that will illuminate
the mural and change color at night.
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Dewan previously served as President
of Wachovia Bank’s Philadelphia and
Delaware region and served on Wachovia’s
Regional Diversity Council.
—Amy Gardner Cranston, M.A. ’09
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[ RETIRED FACULTY AND STAFF LUNCHEON ]

Every year, retired faculty and staff from La Salle reunite for an annual luncheon.
(First row, from left) Rev. Ray Halligan, O.P., religion; Ralph Tekel, Ph.D., chemistry;
Maryanne Kerlin, widow of Michael Kerlin, Ph.D., ’57, MBA ’88, philosophy; Brother
Michael J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70, President of La Salle University; Grace Pierce,
widow of Raymond Pierce, Ph.D., philosophy; Howard Hanum, Ph.D., ’48, English;
Roseanne Hoffman, Ed.D., mathematics and computer science; and Thomas Phillips,
philosophy. (Second row, from left) Peter Sweeney, ’47, accounting; Tom McCarthy,
Ph.D., psychology; John Duffy, Ph.D., ’59, economics; Tom Hickey, ’48, Director of the
La Salle Endowment Fund; John McCloskey, ’48, Vice President for Public Relations;
Marilyn Lambert, Ed.D., education; Brother Charles Gresh, F.S.C., ’55, Development;

and Georgette Most, librarian. (Third row, from left) John Rossi, Ph.D., ’58, history;
David Fleming, ’67, Vice President for Business Affairs; Robert Fallon, Ph.D., English;
John Rooney, Ph.D., ’46, psychology; James McDonald, ’58, Director of Alumni Affairs;
Finn Hornum, sociology, social work, and criminal justice; Joseph O’Grady, Ph.D.,
history; and Sam Wiley, Ph.D., mathematics and computer science. (Fourth row,
from left) Paul McNabb, ’75, MBA ’86, comptroller; Brother Edward Davis, F.S.C.,
foreign languages; Charles Hoffman, Ph.D., mathematics and computer science;
Gerald Johnson, Bucks County Center; John Reardon, Ed.D., ’59, accounting; David
Efroymson, Ph.D., religion; and Art Stanley, Director of Planned Giving.

Transfer Agreement Signed with Delaware County Community College
La Salle University and Delaware County
Community College (DCCC) have signed
a transfer agreement that will enable
DCCC graduates with at least a 2.5 grade
point average (GPA) to be admitted into
the University. The agreement begins
with the upcoming spring semester.
DCCC students who attend La Salle’s
main campus in Philadelphia full time are
eligible for scholarships that range from
$6,000 to $15,000, based on GPA.
“Our experience with DCCC students is
that they come to us prepared and ready to
succeed academically, and their graduation
rate is also at the top among transfer
students,” said John Dolan, Vice President
for Enrollment Services at La Salle.
DCCC President Jerry Parker said,
“We are pleased to be able to offer our
students opportunities to transfer to
some of the region’s finest colleges and

(From left) La Salle Provost Joseph Marbach, Ph.D., ’83, La Salle President Brother Michael J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70,
Delaware County Community College (DCCC) President Jerry Parker, Ph.D., and DCCC Provost Virginia Carter, Ph.D.

universities to advance their academic
careers. We are proud to add La Salle
University to our list of options for
transfer, and we look forward to a
mutually beneficial relationship with
their faculty and staff.”

La Salle also has transfer agreements
with Bucks County Community College,
Community College of Philadelphia, and
Manor College.

—Jon Caroulis
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Marriages
1998

Shelden L. Martin, M.D. (B.A.) to Nydia Enid Gamez.

Martin Thomas (B.A.) to Julia A. Stanoch (BSN ’05).

2000

Shawn M. Pressley (B.A.) to DeMia Evette Peters.

2007

2002

Lenora C. Thrower (B.A.) to Greg Ham.

Kristen E. Schu (BSN) to Kevin McHale (B.A. ’06).

2003

Thomas R. Hubbard Jr. (B.A.) to Lauren J. Ward.

Christopher J. Serpentine (B.A.) to Liz Seymour.

2005

Julia A. Stanoch (BSN) to Martin Thomas (B.A. ’06).

2008

Frank Visco (B.A.) to Candace M. Cannon (B.A. ’07).

2006

Tracy A. Loh (B.A.) to Matthew Jadico.

2009

Laura A. Hopkins (B.A.) to James Been.

2010

Kelly A. Foran, Psy.D. (M.A. ’07, Psy.D. ’10) to Michael D. Tuller.

Kevin McHale (B.A.) to Kristen E. Schu (BSN ’07).

Candace M. Cannon (B.A.) to Frank Visco (B.A. ’08).

Jill C. Rementer (BSN) to Robert Claus.

1 9 3 8 Michael C. Rainone,
Esq. (B.A.) of Binghamton,
N.Y., was honored with an
annual award presented
in his name, the Michael
C. Rainone Award for
Excellence in Scholarship,
by St. James School
in Binghamton.
1941

H

REUNION YEAR

1946

H

REUNION YEAR

1951

H

REUNION YEAR

1 9 5 3 Philip Whitman,
F.S.C. (B.A.) of Beltsville,
Md., celebrated his 60th
Jubilee as a Brother of
the Christian Schools.

in Bamberg, Germany, where he wrote a
book of fairy tales. While there, he and
his wife, Marilyn, celebrated 33 years of
student exchanges between Sewanee and
the Federation of German-American Clubs.
He is a professor of German at Sewanee:
University of the South in Tennessee.

Joseph E. Wreen Jr., Ph.D. (B.S.) of Fripp Island,
S.C., published a book, Chronicle of the
Revolutionary War, available in Kindle edition.

1966

H

REUNION YEAR

1 9 6 4 Joseph P. Batory (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., was installed as President of the Rotary
Club of Philadelphia at the Union League in
Philadelphia. During his acceptance speech,
he credited the Christian Brothers with
influencing his desire to help others.

1 9 6 7 Louis J. Beccaria, Ph.D. (B.A.) of
Phoenixville, Pa., was appointed ViceChairperson of the Chester County Food
Bank. He was awarded the Reverend Leon
Sullivan Community Service Award for 2009
by the Chester County OIC, an independent
agency affiliated with Opportunities
Industrialization Centers of America.

Richard F. Keevey (B.A.) of Plainsboro, N.J.,
was appointed Distinguished Practitioner in
Residence at the School of Public Administration at Rutgers University. He was also
appointed to the Council of Economic Advisors
by New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie.

1 9 6 9 Alfred C. Giovetti, Ph.D., CPA (B.S.) of
Catonsville, Md., was elected to serve a second
yearlong term as Senior Governor for the
National Society of Accountants (NSA).
Previously, he served a second two-year
term as Governor of NSA’s District III, which

1 9 5 6 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Thomas
J. Murphy, CLU (B.A.) of Ambler, Pa., was
inducted into the Hall of Fame and awarded
the President’s Cup by the Philadelphia
Association of Insurance and Financial
Advisors, a 700-member association.
1 9 5 9 James J. Feerick Jr., Esq. (B.S.) of
Havertown, Pa., was named in Irish American
Who’s Who by John Concanno and Frank Cull.
1961

H

REUNION YEAR

1 9 6 2 James J. Scanio (B.S.) of West Palm
Beach, Fla., was named the 2010 Volunteer
of the Year for the Raymond F. Kravis Center
for the Performing Arts in West Palm Beach.
1 9 6 3 James C. Davidheiser, Ph.D. (B.A.) of
Sewanee, Tenn., spent a five-month sabbatical
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Candace Cannon, ’07, married Frank Visco, ’08, on Aug. 14, 2010, at La Luna Banquet Hall in Bensalem, Pa., with many
La Salle alumni in attendance. (Back row, from left) Nicholas Elmer, ’08, Michael Purvis, ’08, Patrick Rafferty, ’08,
Mark Maher Sr., ’82, bride Candace Cannon, ’07, groom Frank Visco, ’08, Jenn Walheim, ’07, Christopher Flite, ’08,
Christina Salvatore, ’07, Christopher McKeever, ’07, Michelle Kate, ’09, Amanda Kohler, ’07, Erin Whittaker, ’08, and
Nate Adams, ’08. (Front row, from left) Joe Pelone, ’08, Eric Jaen, ’08, Christopher Vokolos, ’07, Sean Houlihan, ’08,
Megan Magee Yinger, ’08, Kimm Farley, ’08, Jason Yinger, ’07, Kelly Murray, ’07, Sam Fran Scavuzzo, ’09, Hannah
Datz, ’09, and Elizabeth Wagner, ’11.

notes
includes Virginia, Maryland, Washington,
D.C., and West Virginia.
Robert E. Moffit, Ph.D. (B.A.) of Washington,
D.C., was named the 73rd most powerful
person in health care by Modern Healthcare.
Mark S. Syrnick, Esq. (B.A.) of Lexington,
Mass., was appointed Director of Government Contract and Regulatory Compliance
for Triple Canopy, a provider of integrated
security and mission support services.

1 9 7 0 Paul J. Burgoyne, Esq. (B.A.) of Cherry
Hill, N.J., was elected to serve a second term
on the National Organization of Bar Counsel’s
Board of Directors. He is the Deputy Chief
Disciplinary Counsel for the Disciplinary
Board of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.
1 9 7 1 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Robert J.
Walsh Jr. (B.A.) of Warrington, Pa., was
appointed assistant women’s basketball
coach at Cabrini College.
1 9 7 2 Arthur J. Culbert, Ph.D. (B.A.) of
Saint Louis, Mo., was named a 2010 Health
Care Hero by the St. Louis Business Journal.
He is President and CEO of Health Literacy
Missouri, a nonprofit that strives to improve
the health of all Missourians and become a
leader in health literacy.
1 9 7 3 Gerard J. Binder (B.A.) of Abington,
Pa., completed the Wealth Management
Certification Program at the Wharton
School of the University of Pennsylvania
with the designation of Accredited Wealth
Management Advisor.
John G. Simpson Jr. (B.S.) of East Greenwich,
R.I., was appointed First Vice President of

Jill Rementer, ’06, married Bob Claus on June 4, 2010, at the Brookside Manor in Langhorne, Pa. Several La Salle
alumni were in attendance. (Back row, from left) John Patrick Schultz, ’06, Lisa Serpiello, ’06, Mike Dougherty, ’06,
Nancy Hecker, ’06, Nik Kozel, ’06, and Elise Keppler, ’06. (Front row, from left) Betsy Wagner, ’06, Katie Biddle, ’06,
Caitlin Reilly, ’06, and Jill (Rementer) Claus, ’06.

Sales for NetCenergy, serving businesses
in southern New England for their IT and
service needs.

1 9 7 6 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Sallyanne F.
Harper (B.S.) of Annandale, Va., was named
Vice President and Executive Officer of the
Government Financial Management leadership team for AOC Solutions Inc. She is
responsible for of the company’s strategic
planning, performance management, human
capital, and administration and knowledge
service functions. She is a Fellow of the
National Academy of Public Administration.

1 9 7 9 Sean E. Domineske (B.S.) of Glenside,
Pa., was named Vice President of Corporate
Systems for Harleysville Insurance Co.
James J. Smart, CPA (B.S.) of Malvern, Pa.,
formed Smart, Devine and Company with his
former business partner three years after he
sold a controlling interest of Smart Business
Advisory and Consulting Co. His first venture
was the acquisition of a CPA practice and
forensic and litigation boutique.

Mark J. Juliano (B.A.) of Ocean City, N.J.,
was named President of the Casino Association
of New Jersey. He is the Chief Executive
Officer of Trump Entertainment Resorts Inc.

1 9 8 0 Kevin D. Davis (B.S.) of San Diego,
Calif., is the System Vice President, Supply
Chain Services for Sharp HealthCare in San
Diego, Calif.

1 9 7 7 Christopher J. Kirk (B.S.) of Huntingdon Valley, Pa., was selected as comptroller of
the Naval Surface Warfare Center, Carderock
Division. He provides oversight of fiscal
operations as well as fiscal advice and
consultation to the commander, department
heads, and managers of the division.

1981

Emil A. Ricci (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa., is
a researcher for the Association of Catholic
Colleges and Universities.
On Oct. 9, 2010, Kellie Fagan, ’05, married Joseph
McMurtrie at St. Stanislaus Church in Lansdale, Pa.
Several La Salle alumni were in attendance. (Back row,
from left) Patrick Conway, ’05, and Brian Fagan, ’79.
(Middle row, from left) Rose Fisher, ‘05, Caitrin Murphy,
’05, and Emily Chmieleski, ’05. (Front row, from left)
Aimee Nicholas, ’07, Michelle DeLong, ’07, Kellie Fagan
McMurtrie, ’05, and Suzanne Patackis, ’05.

in franchising nationwide by Chambers and
Partners’ Chambers USA.

1 9 7 8 The Hon. Kate M. Harper (B.A.)
of Lower Gwynedd, Pa., was appointed
to the Delaware Regional Water Resources
Committee by Pennsylvania Gov. Ed Rendell.
Craig R. Tractenberg, Esq. (B.A.) of Villanova,
Pa., was recognized as a leading lawyer

H

REUNION YEAR

1 9 8 2 Theresa (Martin) Golding, Esq.
(B.A.) of New Hope, Pa., is a member of
the Pennsylvania and New Jersey regional
full-service law firm, Curtin & Heefner LLP,
commercial services section. Her practice
concentrates on commercial law, creditors’
rights, and bankruptcy and banking law.
Celeste M. (Kennedy) Riley (B.A.) of
Bridgeton, N.J., serves in the New Jersey
General Assembly, where she represents
the 3rd legislative district as the Vice Chair
of the Agriculture and Natural Resources
Committee and as a member of the Housing
and Local Government and Health and
Senior Services committees. She is the first
woman to represent the 3rd district in the
New Jersey Legislature.
WINTER 2010–11

27

notes

Births and Adoptions
1 9 9 4 A daughter, Ava Patricia, to Matthew
S. Klein (B.S.) and Jennifer (Pessillo) Klein
(B.A. ’95).
1 9 9 5 A daughter, Ava Patricia, to Jennifer
M. (Pessillo) Klein (B.A) and Matthew S.
Klein (B.S. ’94).

A son, Daniel Christopher, to Matthew and
Marie K. (Reen) Germano (B.A.).
A son, Kevin Louis, to Kimberly A. (Kessler)
Martin, R.N. (BSN) and Brian M. Martin
(B.A. ’99).

1 9 9 7 A daughter, Sophia Caroline, to
Robert and Denise (Vizza) Brand (B.A.).

2 0 0 1 A daughter, Sydney Taylor, to
Matthew S. Ross (B.A.) and Kaitlin S. (Glass)
Ross (B.A. ’02).

A daughter, Lila Grace, to Michael J. Pean
(B.A.) and Erin C. (Boyce) Pean (B.A. ’99).

2 0 0 2 A son, Gavin Luke, to Mary A. Marks
(B.A.) and James W. Bailey, D.O.

1 9 9 9 A son, Kevin Louis, to Brian M.
Martin (B.A.) and Kimberly A. (Kessler)
Martin, R.N. (BSN ’00).

A daughter, Sydney Taylor, to Kaitlin S. (Glass)
Ross (B.A.) and Matthew S. Ross (B.A. ’01).

A daughter, Lila Grace, to Erin C. (Boyce)
Pean (B.A.) and Michael J. Pean (B.A. ’97).

2 0 0 0 A daughter, Kylie Joan, to Christopher
and Kelly M. (Dimmerling) Chapman (B.A.).

2 0 0 3 A daughter, Chloe Louise, to Benjamin
and Megan L. (Walus) Lewandowski (BSN).
2 0 0 4 A daughter, Sophia Rose, to Sean
and Nina M. (Newmaster) McCullough (B.A.).

1 9 8 3 Patricia A. Serratore (B.A.) of
Hamilton, Va., was selected by Automotive
News as one of the 100 Leading Women in
the North American auto industry. She was
profiled in a special section in a September
2010 issue of Automotive News. She is the
Senior Vice President of the National Institute
for Automotive Service Excellence.

1 9 8 6 H R E U N I O N Y E A R James H.
Jenkins Jr. (B.S.) of Medford, N.J., was named
Chief Financial Officer for Stradley Ronon
Attorneys at Law. He is responsible for the
firm’s financial management, including budgeting, billing, collections, and cash management,
and he maintains the firm’s banking relationships and finance-related technology.

Stephen T. Zarrilli (B.S.) of Malvern, Pa., was
named Chairman of the Arts and Business
Council of Greater Philadelphia and is a
member of the Advisory Council for the
Center of Corporate Governance at Drexel
University’s LeBow College of Business.

Anita M. Mastroieni, Ed.D. (B.A.) of Flourtown,
Pa., earned her doctorate in education from
the University of Pennsylvania. She is the
Director of the Graduate Student Center and
the Family Resource Center at the university.

1 9 8 4 Ralph J. Mauro, Esq. (B.S.) of
Huntingdon Valley, Pa., was appointed
Vice President and General Counsel for
Nutrisystem Inc.
Joseph A. McPeak (B.A.) of Cinnaminson,
N.J., entered his 25th season as Producer/
Director of the Philadelphia Eagles’ Radio
Broadcasts for 94 WYSP.

1 9 8 5 David M. Tener, Esq.
(B.A.) of Blue Bell, Pa., was
selected by his peers for
inclusion in Best Lawyers
in America 2011 in the field
of intellectual property law.
He is a shareholder with
Caesar, Rivise, Bernstein,
Cohen and Pokotilow.
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Mark A. Wennersten (B.A.) of Port
Deposit, Md., accepted a position
with QVC in Milan, Italy, assisting in
the launch of a new station in Italy. He and
his wife, Miriam (Dvorak) Wennersten (B.A.
’89), and their three children will be living
in Milan for the next two years.

1 9 9 0 Cmdr. Steven R. Hanling, USN (B.A.)
was promoted to Commander while serving
at the Naval Medical Center in San Diego,
Calif. His promotion was based on his
sustained superior job performance and
proficiency in anesthesiology.
1 9 9 1 H R E U N I O N Y E A R John F.
Kolla Sr., CPA (MBA) of Rydal, Pa., was
named Controller of Alliance Holdings Inc.,
an ESOP (employee stock ownership plans)
private equity firm.
1 9 9 2 Herbert J. Lottier (B.S.) of Perkasie,
Pa., was inducted into Father Judge High
School’s Hall of Fame for soccer.
1 9 9 3 Helene T. Grady (B.A.) of Baltimore,
Md., is the Associate Dean for Finance and
Administration at the Johns Hopkins University
School of Nursing. She serves as the chief
financial officer, providing strategic leadership and oversight for the school’s financial
and select administrative operations.
Anthony R. LaRatta, Esq. (B.A.) of Sewell,
N.J., was named to the New Jersey Law
Journal’s 40-Under-40 list of promising
young professionals. He is a partner at
Archer & Greiner, P.C., in Haddonfield, N.J.,
where his practice focuses on litigation
involving probate matters, estates, trusts,
guardianships, and fiduciaries.

1 9 8 8 James R. Donnelly Jr. (B.S.) of
Sicklerville, N.J., is a member of the Union
League of Philadelphia.
1 9 8 9 Craig R. Conlin (B.A.) of Chalfont, Pa.,
is a lower school physical education teacher
and head coach of the boy’s basketball team
at The Episcopal Academy.
Michael J. Heim (B.S.) of Green Bay, Wis.,
was appointed the Senior National Account
Manager for the food service division of
Sargent Food Inc.
Nancy M. (Merle) Kelly (MBA) of Oaks, Pa.,
was appointed a senior consultant in the life
sciences practice at Salvesor Stetson Group
in Radnor, Pa.

Robin (Yasenchak) Krog, ’94, married Donald Krog on
Nov. 14, 2009, at the Grand Summit Hotel in Summit,
N.J. Several of her La Salle friends were in attendance.
(Back row, from left) Christine (Yeni) Camper, ’94,
Tricia Giordano, ’94, Debi Scimeca-Diaz, ’93, and
Stephanie (Giordano) Carney, ’94. (Front row, from left)
Ellen Thiele, ’94, bride Robin (Yasenchak) Krog, ’94,
and Angela (Vizzoni) Mendola, ’94.
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Muralist Gives Phanatic a Makeover
Since 1977, the Phanatic has embodied
the enthusiasm, energy, and unpredictability of Philadelphia Phillies sports fans.
This summer, La Salle alumnus and
mural artist Dave McShane, ’88, gave
young Phillies fans an opportunity to
express their inner Phanatic as one of
20 artists to take part in the Phanatic
Around Town public art project.

Each artist was chosen to paint a
6-foot, 100-pound fiberglass replica
of the famed mascot according to his
or her unique vision to be placed
in a prominent Philadelphia location.
McShane—who is a painter with the
Philadelphia Mural Arts Program and has
completed more than 75 murals in the
Philadelphia area—fittingly chose to turn
his Phanatic statue into a community
mural arts project.
“I thought it would be cool if we did
one that the fans created,” he said. “I did

the elements of design similar to the
components of a mural.”
McShane essentially designed a lifesized, 3-D paint-by-number that featured
the Phanatic statue as a brick wall with
a smaller illustration of the Phanatic
painting iconic Phillies’ moments on the
“wall.” When the Phillies launched “Paint
the Town Red” to kick off
the 2010 season in March,
McShane coordinated a
day for fans to paint his
Phanatic statue in Old City.
The day of painting
included Scott Franzke,
the radio play-by-play
voice of the Phillies, who
painted the Phanatic’s
hat, the Phanatic himself,
and children from a
nearby recreation center.
McShane finished the
statue with images of Tug
McGraw, Brad Lidge, Mike
Schmidt, and Ryan
Howard after key Phillies
World Series moments.

(Left) Muralist Dave McShane, ’88, primes the Phanatic Around Town statue
with his daughters, Violet and Pearl. (Above) Phillies play-by-play announcer
Scott Franske paints the Phanatic Around Town statue with children from
a neighborhood recreation center.

Once completed, the “Community
Statue” was placed in its temporary
home in Northern Liberties at the Piazza
at Schmidts. All summer, fans flocked to
different statues and locations for photos.
“It was very popular and kind of brilliant,”
McShane said. “It had a lot of fan appeal.”
Not only did the project promote
Phillies baseball and the artists who

1 9 9 6 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Brian T.
Kenney (B.A.) of Glenside, Pa., was
selected as one of PR Week’s 40-Under
40 professionals. He is the senior director
of global immunology, pharmaceutical
communications, and public affairs for
Johnson & Johnson Pharmaceutical Services.

1 9 9 7 Timothy M. Esposito (B.A.) of Elkins
Park, Pa., was elected Treasurer of the
Philadelphia Metro Chapter of the Society
for Technical Communication. He also heads
a scholarship program for undergraduate
students interested in a career in technical
communication.

Robert E. Smith (B.A.) of Boyertown, Pa.,
was elected to a two-year term on the Board
of Governors of the Mid-Atlantic Chapter
of the National Academy of Television Arts
and Sciences.

1 9 9 8 Charles H. Fuller Jr. of Philadelphia,
Pa., published a book, Snatch: The Adventures of David and Me in Old New York.

participated, it culminated with an
auction that benefited local charities.
After spending the summer out on the
town, the 20 statues were relocated to
Citizens Bank Park and auctioned off for
the Phillies Charities Inc. Grant Fund.
McShane’s “Community Statue” raised
nearly $15,000 and the auction as a
whole donated more than $250,000
to Philadelphia area charities.
—Liz Vargo, M.A. ’10

Troy A. Harry (B.A.) of Leesburg, Va., was
named head boys varsity track and field
coach and the assistant cross country coach
for Tuscarora High School in Leesburg, Va.
Suzanne Linus (B.S.) of Philadelphia, Pa.,
accepted the position of Business Development Manager in the Philadelphia office of
Francis Cauffman, a national award-winning
architecture firm.
Shelden L. Martin, M.D. (B.A.) of Scottsdale,
Ariz., relocated to begin his orthopedic
WINTER 2010–11
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surgery practice specializing in orthopedic
sports medicine and shoulder and elbow
reconstructive surgery.

1 9 9 9 Christopher J. Pinto (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., was named Vice President,
Communications, for the Greater Philadelphia
Chamber of Commerce.

2 0 0 0 Ronald E. Bowlan (MBA) of
Harleysville, Pa., was named to the Board
of the Associated Services for the Blind and
Visually Impaired.
Patrick D. Doran, J.D. (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., graduated from Drexel University School
of Law in 2010 with a juris doctorate degree.

Cmdr. Paul Feikema, USN (MBA) of Bradenton,
Fla., was promoted to commander in the
U.S. Navy Reserve. He spent 17 years in the
Navy on active and reserve status, including
more than a year in Iraq in 2004. He is the
Operations Director for the Hide-Away Storage
self-storage facilities in southwest Florida.

Recreating an Ecological Wonderland
Since March 2010, David Bean, ’88,
has focused on nothing but an 80-acre
landfill. In his work for the Office of
Natural Resource Restoration under the
New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP), Bean has transformed wasteland into wetland.
What once sat as an 80-acre eyesore
in Jersey City, N.J., will now welcome
pedestrians to explore an ecological oasis
as they walk the trails and the bridge
over the reconstructed creek. The project
restored 35 acres of wetlands, creating
tidal creeks and establishing a habitat
for river herring. It also benefited unemployed New Jersey residents by creating
40 full-time jobs.

David Bean, ’88 (left), accepts an award from U.S. Commerce Secretary Gary Locke on behalf of the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection for the Lincoln Park Wetland Restoration Project.

“It is amazing how quickly the site
attracted wildlife. Shortly after the tide
was flowing across the site, we had wading
birds, osprey, turtles, and fish using the
site,” he said. “One of the things that
makes this site unique is that it is a wetland oasis in an urban setting. It will
provide wetland habitat for the critters
and great wildlife viewing opportunities
for park visitors.

According to Bean, “This project
seemed like a long shot, but having this
grant made it all possible.”

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) awarded the
NJDEP $10.6 million in Coastal and
Marine Habitat Restoration funding
under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009.

Bean attributes the success of the
project to the partnership among Parks
for Hudson County, Hudson County
Economic Development Corporation,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. “It was
really a collaborative effort of a lot of
agencies,” Bean said.

“The Lincoln Park Wetland Restoration
project has been in the works for 10 years,”
Bean said. “This funding was the catalyst
that set it in motion.” This was the largest
Recovery Act grant that NOAA awarded
under its stimulus.

In addition to the NOAA grant, the
Office of Natural Resource Restoration
allotted more than $1.3 million for project
design and construction. They also
utilized $2.3 million in oil spill settlement funds from the Harbor Spill
Restoration Committee.

After excavating half of the landfill, the
Lincoln Park Wetland Restoration project
team partnered with the Port Authority

and the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
to pump clean sand into the site.
“(The Lincoln Park Wetland Restoration
team) moved 267,000 cubic yards of
solid waste out of the landfill and added
13,000 yards of clean sand,” Bean said.
They reused dredge material that would
have been moved to an oceanic dumping
site. Through the beneficial reuse of
dredge material, “We prevented 20,000
truckloads of materials from tearing up
the streets of Jersey City,” Bean said.
The enormity of this project attracted
so much attention that it became the
number one Earth Day celebration for
NOAA in 2010. Dignitaries from across
the nation attended the celebration,
including U.S. Secretary of Commerce
Gary Locke. He bestowed the Excellence
in Restoration award on Bean at the
Earth Day celebration, thanking him
for his “tireless efforts.”
—Janine Stevens, ’07
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Eclipsing the Competition
They otherwise wouldn’t have gone
anywhere near the throngs of screaming
werewolf lovers, but Greg Lyons’ indie
rock band knew how to be heard in
the Twilight movie saga.
In March, Lyons, ’01, and his six-yearold band, Eastern Conference Champions
(ECC), found themselves among a flurry
of 500 “mostly way bigger bands”
seeking to land on the The Twilight Saga:
Eclipse soundtrack.
“We didn’t tell anybody. We were very
superstitious,” said Lyons, the co-founder
of and drummer in his three-member
band. “But we knew we had a shot. We
heard they liked one of our songs and
we worked on it, and worked on it.”

image of Twilight
co-star Taylor Lautner,
who plays the werewolf
Jacob. Then, Lyons’
drums crash as Lautner
turns around to face
the camera.
“When that
happened at the
premier, 2,000 little
(From left) Eastern Conference Champions band members Josh Ostrander, Melissa
girls started screaming
Dougherty, and Greg Lyons, ’01, work the red carpet for Twilight.
and we were like, ‘OK,
they like our song,’” Lyons said.
of Bucks County, and guitarist Melissa
Dougherty, of Los Angeles. The group
Lyons’ Los Angeles-based band has
is again considering a major record deal
had songs on episodes of Gossip Girl and
after choosing to go independent for
Friday Night Lights, which he mentioned
the past two years.
as part of a “good streak.” The 34-yearold Southampton, Pa., native said he never
imagined walking on the red carpet for
a movie premiere and, when it happened,
he merely expected it to last a few minutes.

“I was happy, relieved, and stoked,”
Lyons said. “It was fun to branch out—
we knew they wanted a kind of moody
and semi-dark piece.”

“The beginning was awkward and
nervous,” he said of what turned out
to be a surreal hour-and-15-minute red
carpet experience. “We stopped and
posed for pictures and different media
interviews. We were pros by the end.”

Lyons grew up in a La Salle family,
with his father, Bob, working at the
University for 35 years and his brothers
and sisters attending the school. The
communication major and history minor
said he loved the University since he was
a little kid attending basketball games.
He now lives in L.A. and always wears
his La Salle ring, even when cradling
a drumstick.

In Eclipse, the bass introduction
of “A Million Miles” buzzes at the first

Rounding out ECC are co-founder, lead
singer, and guitarist Josh Ostrander,

“I’m very proud of it,” he said. “I
have so many good friends there.”

Kimberley A. (Sierra) Lingler, M.D. (B.A.) of
Rockingham, N.C., is a medical provider at
FirstHealth Richmond Memorial Hospital.
She practices family medicine, is board
certified, and is a member of the American
Academy of Family Physicians.

2 0 0 1 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Albert Lee
(B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa., was appointed
Visitor Experience Marketing Coordinator at
the Independence Visitor Center Corporation.
He is responsible for social media marketing,
industry partner relations, and maintaining
the Independence Visitor Center Web site.

2 0 0 5 Sarah E. Kovacs (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa., is engaged to Ian Peacock and
is planning a 2011 wedding.

Two months later, the band’s Facebook
pages and Twitter accounts “blew up,”
and their phones rang off the hook when
the official MySpace announcement came
that ECC’s “A Million Miles an Hour”
would be featured in the box office smash.

Tracy L. Mann (B.A.) of Newark, Del., left her
position at the Center for Disabilities Studies
(CDS) to focus on completing her doctoral
degree at the University of Delaware. She
continues to be affiliated with CDS through
her work with the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention on the Learn the
Signs, Act Early campaign.
Carolyn S. (Carothers) Truxell, CPRP (B.A.)
of Philadelphia, Pa., earned a Certified
Psychiatric Rehabilitation Practitioner
designation.

2 0 0 2 Christopher T. Pierznik (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., earned an MBA in business
management from Temple University’s Fox
School of Business in January 2010.
2 0 0 4 Robert J. Buoncristiano (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., was named 2010 Best
Fitness Instructor by Philadelphia Weekly’s
Image Awards. He is the Philly Fit-4-Life
head trainer.

—Jeremy Rosen, ’07

Nicole M. Schwartz (B.A.) of Lancaster,
Pa., was promoted to supervisor of the
permanency unit for COBYS Family Services,
an organization motivated by Christian faith
that educates, supports, and empowers
children and adults to reach their full potential.

2 0 0 6 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Kevin
McHale (B.A.) of Audubon, N.J., is
completing his orthopedic surgery residency
at the University of Pennsylvania.
Katherine E. Missimer (B.A.) of Thornton,
Pa., is an associate attorney practicing
health-care law and election law as a
member of the business and finance
WINTER 2010–11
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In Memoriam
1 9 4 2 Desmond S. O’Doherty, M.D. (B.S.)
of Arlington, Va., on Aug. 6, 2010.

1 9 5 6 William J. Bogle (B.S.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on Jan. 27, 2010.

Joseph J. Strub (B.S.) of West Chester, Pa.,
on July 13, 2010.

1 9 4 8 Joseph C. Flynn, M.D. (B.S.) of
Orlando, Fla., on June 10, 2010.

1 9 5 7 John L. Papst (B.S.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., on July 30, 2010.

1 9 7 2 William L. Raylman (B.S.) Dover,
Del., on April 15, 2009.

John J. Lavelle Jr., DDS (B.S.) of Wilmington,
Del., on July 3, 2010.

1 9 5 8 Joseph F. Doyle, Esq. (B.A.) of
Williamstown, N.J., on Sept. 21, 2010.

1 9 7 4 George F. Clark Jr. (B.S.) of Upper
Darby, Pa., on Sept. 20, 2009.

1 9 4 9 John J. Schnepp (B.A.) of Newark,
Del., on June 28, 2010.

1 9 6 0 Charles A. Murray (B.S.) of North
Wales, Pa., on Aug. 21, 2010.

1 9 7 9 John C. Long (B.S.) of West Chester,
Pa., on April 29, 2009.

1 9 5 0 Joseph F. Barthold (B.A.) of
Bethesda, Md., on March 9, 2010.

1 9 6 3 James D. Deasy, Esq. (B.S.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on March 14, 2010.

1 9 8 1 Robert G. Reynolds (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on June 27, 2010.

Robert O. Dierolf (B.S.) of Willow Grove, Pa.,
on Aug. 15, 2010.

1 9 6 4 Phillip R. DePorter, F.S.C. (B.A.)
of Ammendale, Md., on Sept. 19, 2010.

1 9 8 4 John A. Doyle (B.S.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., on Aug. 4, 2010.

1 9 5 2 James Kirkpatrick, F.S.C. (B.A.)
of Altoona, Pa., on July 25, 2010.

Joseph A. Dych, Esq. (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., on Aug. 19, 2010.

1 9 8 6 David H. Strange (B.S) of Richboro,
Pa., on June 24, 2010.

1 9 5 4 Joseph R. Sadowski (B.S.) of
McMurray, Pa., on Aug. 16, 2010.

Russell A. Lafferty (B.S.) of Brandon, Fla.,
on July 27, 2010.

1 9 8 7 Ann M. (McConnell) Falls (B.A.)
of Cinnaminson, N.J., on Sept. 11, 2010.

1 9 5 5 Thomas P. Hughes (B.S.) of Mays
Landing, N.J., on July 9, 2010.

1 9 6 5 Joseph R. Martin (B.A.) of Camden,
N.J., on Aug. 23, 2010.

Thomas F. Walsh (M.A.) of Lancaster, Pa.,
on July 16, 2010.

Patrick P. Kennedy (B.A.) of Long Neck, Del.,
on June 6, 2010.

1 9 6 8 David F. Schenkel (B.A.) of Colorado
Springs, Colo., on June 29, 2010.

1 9 9 7 Barbara J. Klus (B.A.) of Egg Harbor
Township, N.J., on June 19, 2009.

Augustine J. McGuire (B.S.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., on Aug. 16, 2010.

1 9 6 9 Peter J. Vicente, Ph.D. (B.S.) of
Denver, Colo., on June 20, 2010.

1 9 9 8 Andrea L. (McGinley) Corey (B.A.)
of Philadelphia, Pa., on Sept. 27, 2010.

1 9 7 0 G. Michael Bellenghi, CPA (B.S.)
of Media, Pa., on July 22, 2010.

2 0 0 6 Matthew D. Gaffney (BSN) of
Chalfont, Pa., on May 28, 2010.

Kelly A. Foran, (M.A., Psy.D. ’10) of Medford,
N.J., completed her clinical internship at
Yale University School of Medicine in New
Haven, Conn.

Kaylin L. Morrissey (B.A.) of New Hope, Pa.,
received her license in social work and is a
social worker for a community health clinic
at Doylestown Hospital.

John A. Teefy (B.A.) of Manahawkin, N.J.,
on June 19, 2010.

department at Obermayer, Rebmann,
Maxwell & Hippel LLP.
Jared A. Mondelli (B.S.) of Audubon, N.J.,
is pursuing a master’s degree in psychology
at Chestnut Hill College. He was accepted
for a one-year internship at the Philadelphia
School of Psychoanalysis. He is also a
member of the American Psychological
Association.

2 0 0 7 Jennifer F. Colletta (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., won a full fellowship
to attend the annual workshop of the
Journalism and Women’s Symposium. The
workshop, attended by many leading women
reporters in the U.S., was held at the Tapatio
Springs Resort in Boerne, Texas.
Jonathan N. Cooney (B.S.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., was named the newest member of the
Whitemarsh Police Department.
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Kristen E. Schu (BSN) of Audubon, N.J., is
a registered nurse at Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia.

Jeff Boyle, ’88, who works in Hong Kong for PwC, recently
met up with Doug Overton, ’91, and Melanie King, ’99, at
a Houston Rockets vs. New Jersey Nets exhibition game
in Beijing, China. King is married to former Philadelphia
76ers General Manager Billy King, and Overton is an
assistant coach with the Nets.

2 0 0 8 Paul M. Flanigan IV (B.A.) of
Turnersville, N.J., was awarded the Wilbur
M. Curley Walden Scholarship from the
Alpha Chi Rho Educational Foundation. The
scholarship is given to a member of the
fraternity who is pursuing graduate or postundergraduate education. He is completing
his doctor of philosophy degree in chemistry
at Temple University.
2 0 0 9 Amy (Greenstein) Cuker (MBA) of
Elkins Park, Pa., launched her business,

notes
Down2Earth Interior Design, a Philadelphiaarea design practice that focuses on creating
sustainable, low-maintenance, and familyfriendly interior environments. She is a
LEED-accredited professional and passed
the National Council for Interior Design
qualification exam.

George J. Rohonczy (B.S.) of Hartsdale, N.Y.,
is a player, President of U.S. Operations, and
co-Founder for the Hungarian National
Lacrosse Federation and Hungarian national
lacrosse team. The team will be competing
in the European Championships in Amsterdam,

the Netherlands, in 2012 and the World
Championships in Denver, Colo., in 2014.

2 0 1 0 Allison Cronk (B.A.) of Newtown,
Pa., is participating in the management
training program at CMAC Mortgage Direct
Lending in Fort Washington, Pa.

Ann Marie Gorden (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., was deployed as a reservist for the U.S.
Coast Guard to Grand Isle, La., as part of
the largest oil spill response in history. While
in the Gulf, she maintained a Coast Guard
presence with the media and documented
the response with photography and
videography that ran in outlets all over the
world. She is an account coordinator with
Gregory FCA, the largest public relations
firm in Philadelphia.
Allison N. Myers (B.A.) of York Haven, Pa.,
joined the public relations team as a public
relations assistant at Pavone, a Harrisburg,
Pa.-based full-service marketing agency.
Jeffrey T. Quigley (B.A.) of Kitami City, Japan,
teaches English at seven area junior high
schools. He was hired through the Japanese
Embassy in Washington, D.C., into the
Japan Exchange Teaching Program. He acts
as an international relations liaison for Kitami
City Hall, communicating with Kitami’s sister
cities and assisting in e-mail translations.
He has also contributed to the regional
English-language magazine, Pole Star.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2011
Join the La Salle community for Mass at 12:15 p.m., followed by the
2 p.m. La Salle vs. U. Mass. men’s basketball game and anniversary celebration.
For more information and to RSVP, please call Alumni Relations at 215.951.1535.

WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT YOU!
If you have news, we want to know! Complete this form and send to: Office of Alumni Relations,
La Salle University, Box 830, 1900 W. Olney Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19141. Or update your
information at www.lasalle.edu/updateyourinfo.
Name:
Degree:

			

Class:

Address:
This is a new address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

		

E-mail:

		
Job Title: 		

Name of Employer:
Work Address:
News:

Work Phone:

		

Privacy statement:
We use several sources to gather
information for Alumni Notes. If you
prefer not to have information about
you appear in La Salle Magazine
or the newsletter, please let us know
by checking this box:
Please send the following information on:
admission
planned giving
chapter activities
alumni-admission
volunteer activities

WINTER 2010–11
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ENJOYING FAMILY WEEKEND,
HOMECOMING, AND REUNION
Beautiful weather, countless activities, and the
company of family and friends drew hundreds
of alumni back to La Salle’s campus for three
major fall events.
This October, more than 350 families registered
for Family Weekend activities both on campus
and throughout Philadelphia. Highlights included
a night at Dave and Buster’s at Penn’s Landing;
tours of Eastern State Penitentiary, Citizens Bank
Park, and historic Philadelphia; and a well-attended
showing of Toy Story 3 under the stars on La Salle’s
tennis courts. Music, refreshments, and games
provided a fun atmosphere for Carnifall, and
alumni also had the opportunity to watch women’s
field hockey or men’s soccer games. The weekend concluded with a liturgy in the chapel and
Honors Convocation.
La Salle welcomed back hundreds of alumni
in November for Homecoming and Reunion.
Alumni and friends partied with men’s basketball
Head Coach John Giannini and Meg Kane, ’03,
President of La Salle’s Alumni Association, before
cheering on the Explorers to a 79-74 win against
the Morgan State University Bears. Visitors enjoyed
entertainment from the Matt Gauss, ’04, Band
and the family-friendly Kidsfest, which offered
face painting, putting greens, and a Build-anExplorer-Bear workshop.
Reunion celebrations were held for the classes
of ’85, ’90, ’95, ’00, and ’05 at McFadden’s and
Mission Grill.

